
Power of Attorney … 
 
WHAT IS A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY? 
 
 
A durable or enduring power of attorney is similar to a Will but it 
operates while you are alive. It is there in case you become 
incapacitated and cannot manage your own affairs for some reason. 

Together these documents mean that your wishes are legally recorded and can guide those 
responsible for carrying them out. 
  
If something happens and you don’t have this paperwork in order the decisions will be made 
by someone else – and may not be what you would have wanted. 
 
It may also cause extra distress for those who love you when they are already struggling to 
come to terms with what’s happened. 
  
Source: www.publictrust.co.nz/wills/ 
 


