
THE CREATION OF A COUNTY 
 

 
After the long struggle of nations and states for her territory, and the grueling 

exposure of the people to the savagery of the Indians and the elements of nature, all of 
which fostered an intense spirit of local unity among the citizenry, Greene County was 
created by Act of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on 
February 9, 1796.  It contained 577 square miles in area and was named for General 
Nathanael Greene, one of General Washington’s most distinguished and revered 
Revolutionary Was aides.  The county took its place with understandable pride among the 
constellation of counties in the Commonwealth. 

 
The Act named David Gray, Stephen Gapin, Isaac Jenkinson, William Meetkerke, 

and James Seals to be the commissioners to select a site not exceeding five hundred acres 
fro the county seat, and directed that the court be held  at the tavern home of Jacob Kline 
on Muddy Creek until a courthouse was erected.  The commissioners selected a tract of 
land called “Eden” containing 158 ½ aces owned by Thomas Slater.  The land for the 
county seat was purchased from Mr. Slater on October 28, 1796, approximately nine 
months after the formation of the county.  The county seat was named “Waynesburg” and 
“Mad Anthony” Wayne, another heroic Revolutionary War general, who later was called 
upon to quell the Indian uprisings in the Northwest Territory.  Characterized by the 
Indians as a “man who never sleeps,” he finally negotiated a lasting peace treaty with 
them at Greenville, Ohio in 1795, more as a result of military vigilance and prowess than 
diplomatic skills.  Fitting indeed the use of his name for the county seat of a county in 
which the population, sparse as it was, had lived hard against the Indian peril. 

 
John Minor was commissioned the first Associate Justice, or lay judge, on July 13, 

1796, and John Boreman the Recorder of Deeds, Prothonotary and Clerk Courts, all in 
one. 

 
 
 


