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FARMLAND PRESERVATION - EASEMENT PURCHASE PROGRAM

The Pennsylvania Farmland Preservation 
program was developed in 1988 to help slow the 
loss of prime farmland to nonagricultural uses 
through easement purchases. Pennsylvania leads 
the nation with over 4,500 farms and 484,000 
acres preserved. This program enables state, county, and local governments to purchase 
conservation easements, sometimes called development rights, from owners of quality 
farmland. 

The Greene County Farmland Preservation Board (GCFLPB), a seven member 
board comprised of local farmers, municipal leaders and residents, has seen growth in 
Agriculture Security Program activity and Farmland Preservation applications during 
recent years. Farm applications meeting program requirements are ranked and then for-
warded to the state board for approval after offers have been made. Only farm owners 
located in approved ASA’s can apply to the county program.

Greene County preserved its first farm, the Cree Dairy farm in 2009 and followed 
with the James F. & Pearl Willis Living Trust beef & crop farm in 2012, then in 2013 
added the Harley and Janet Gapen crop farm.  Over the past year the GCFLPB has 
worked towards the encumbrance of the Charles A. and Thelma Harry crop farm, which 

was successfully encumbered in October of 2013 by the PA State Farmland Preservation Program. With the 
addition of the Harry farm, Greene County will have 485 acres of farmland preserved for future genera-
tions. This represents an investment of $410,382 coming from state and county sources.  

Five farms were submitted for consideration during the 2013 application period. The top three farms 
are actively being pursued for inclusion into the agricultural easement program.  Greene County Farm-
land Preservation Board Members include:  William Cree III, Chairman; David Shipman, Vice-Chairman; 
Richard Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Charles Day, Secretary; Richard Belding; James Willis; Corbly Orndorff; 
Archie Trader, Commissioner. 

The Agriculture Security Area Law (Pennsylvania Act 43 of 1981) allows any owner or owners of land used for agricultural production to petition their 
township supervisor for creation of an agricultural security area (ASA). An ASA is a tool for strengthening and protecting quality farmland from urbanization. 
The Bureau of Farmland Preservation administers the ASA program at the state level.

Landowners voluntary apply to become an ASA through their township supervisor. ASA’s are reviewed every seven years; however, new parcels of farm-
land may be added to an established ASA at any time.  A minimum of 250 acres from among all participating farmers is required to begin an ASA.  An ASA 
may include non-adjacent farmland parcels of at least 10 acres or that are able to produce $2,000 annually from the sale of agricultural products.  Participants 
receive special consideration regarding:

	 • Local ordinances affecting farming activities 
	 • Nuisance complaints
	 • Review of farmland condemnation by state and local government agencies
If the landowner chooses, lands within an ASA may be considered for the Farmland Preservation Easement Purchase Program so long as the ASA has at 

least 500 acres enrolled.
Additional parcels were added to an established ASA located in Cumberland Township during 2013.  Jefferson Township created a new ASA with 4 

landowners and 429.63 acres.  This brings Greene County’s total to 76 landowners with 10,109.7 acres enrolled in ASA programs throughout; Center, Cum-
berland, Greene, Jefferson, Morgan, Washington, and Wayne townships. 

The Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Program 
allows farmers and businesses to earn tax credits in exchange for 
installing Best Management Practices (BMPs) on agricultural opera-
tions that will enhance farm production and protect natural resourc-
es. The program is administered by the State Conservation Commis-
sion and the tax credits are awarded by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Revenue. Last year 10 million dollars of tax credit were available 
through this program.  

Eligible applicants may receive between 50% and 75% of project 
costs as state tax credits for up to $150,000 per agricultural opera-
tion. The amount of tax credit available to a recipient is dependent on 
the type of BMP implemented.

In 2013, one new application was submitted for agricultural best 
management practices. 

GREENE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SECURITY AREA PROGRAM

RESOURCE ENHANCEMENT AND PROTECTION PROGRAM (REAP)
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PROJECT GRASS COORDINATING COMMITTEE

NUTRIENT & MANURE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

APPALACHIAN GRAZING CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE

The Project Grass committee is a grass roots movement dedicated to promoting improved 
pasture systems and rotational grazing systems for better forage production, quality, and uti-
lization. The committee holds meetings 4 times per year, which are attended by Conservation 
District staff and agricultural producers.  

Four broad objectives have been identified by the Project Grass committee:
1. Enhance Pennsylvania agriculture through better utilization of grasslands.
2. Improve the economic position of Pennsylvania farmers, particularly small farms.
3. Increase the amount of livestock production in the Commonwealth by increasing 
energy efficiency and developing improved marketing capabilities for cattle, sheep, 
hay, and other livestock.
4. Achieve better utilization of land and water resources for improved environmental 
quality.

In 2013, the committee pursued grant funding through several local foundations. The 
committee supports and promotes the Appalachian Grazing Conference. They continue to 
organize the PA Grassland Contest held in State College. The committee is planning to host 
the SWPA Grazing Conference in Butler and Beaver Counties in 2014.   This conference will 
be held every other year and rotate throughout the region.

A sub-committee of the WV State Conservation Agency started this bi-annual conference in 2003.  The group will host their seventh conference on March 
13-14, 2015, in Morgantown, WV.  The committee is planning for 400 attendees from 10 states.  

The planning committee is comprised of representatives from five states in the Appalachian region (PA, OH, MD, VA, and WV). Greene County was 
approached directly to have a representative on the committee. Currently, Laurel Rush, Ag. Technician is the Vice Chairman of the planning committee and 
serves on the speakers and publicity committees. JB Harrold, PA NRCS Grazing Specialist, also participates on the vendor committee. The goal in participat-
ing with this committee is to hold a premier local grazing conference that assists Greene County farmers in addressing the unique challenges of grazing in 
the Appalachian region.

The GCCD delegation agreement was amended in 2012 to administer the 
nutrient and manure management programs for Greene County. This program 
regulates Concentrated Animal Operations (CAOs), Act 38 volunteer animal op-
erations (VAO’s) and any landowner utilizing manure in Pennsylvania.

With funding provided through a PACD mini-grant, a manure management 
workshop was held in October of 2013. Approximately 17 people attended the 
event and five additional plans were written in one-on-one sessions. In addition 
to this, many manure management manuals were distributed through various 
outreach events and direct mail. Several educational articles were published in 
local newspapers and presentations were given to The West Greene FFA, the 
Greene County Farm Bureau, and the Penn State Cooperative Extension board.  

One Act 38 plan update was submitted and one new plan covering 200 acres 
was received for review during 2013.   In Greene County, there are 1,870.5 acres 
and 490 animal units under voluntary Act 38 compliance nutrient management 
plans.

One manure-related complaint was received in 2013.
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As livestock production in the region has transitioned into more grass-based rotational grazing systems, the need for lime to help support quality forage 
production has become imperative. Applying lime to pasture and hay fields is one of the simplest management decisions to make.  Increasing soil pH can 
increase forage yields and palatability, with relatively low cost to the producer. The difficulty is getting lime where it is most needed and at the correct time.

Greene County Conservation District assists producers in getting lime 
to their fields by maintaining and renting out a specialized lime spreader. A 
spreader of this size and type is easier to use on steep ground and more ma-
neuverable in smaller pasture paddocks.  Additionally, this specific machine 
is equipped with surge brakes and a longer axle to provide better control and 
stability on Greene County’s hillsides. In 2013, the program’s fifth season, the 
lime spreader was rented to 4 producers, spreading 144 tons of lime on hay and 
pasture ground in Greene County.  

To rent the lime spreader, producers must complete the Lime Spreader 
Rental Agreement, provide proof of insurance, and pay a $50 deposit.  The 
standard rental period is three days, and the final rental charge is based on total 
tons of lime spread.  To receive their deposit back, producers must return the 
machine clean and undamaged.

BENEFITS OF BEING A DISTRICT COOPERATOR

GCCD LIME SPREADER RENTAL PROGRAM

GCCD WATER QUALITY MINI-GRANT PROGRAM

CONSERVATION PLANNING

The Greene County Conservation District is proud to offer assistance to all landowners within Greene County. The District’s Technical Assistance Pro-
gram aids landowners not only in planning and executing projects but also in obtaining financial assistance when funds are available. District staff can assist 
landowners with cropland, woodland, agricultural waste, wildlife habitat and grassland management, streambank protection, erosion and sedimentation 
control practices, surface water control, irrigation and livestock watering, planned grazing systems as well as many other practices. This program is purely 
voluntary and encouraged by staff and board members.

 Seven landowners, totaling 599 acres, enlisted as new cooperators during 2013; all of which requested assistance with their agriculture production. 
District Staff also completed updates on two conservation plans, covering 142 acres.  One landowner is currently undergoing conservation plan development 
which covers 157 acres.  The district received 77 general agricultural information requests from landowners in 2013.

The district’s role in conservation planning is to conduct a site assessment, discuss landowner goals, assess resource needs, and visually inspect opera-
tions.  Staff then map operations using Customer Service Toolkit, a specialized ArcView GIS program, and develop a best management practice (BMP) 
implementation schedule/conservation plan. The landowner can also use this visit to request additional information on programs or practices that may be 
suited for their management style.  Others enroll as cooperators to qualify for Farm Bill Programs through the USDA-NRCS.

The Water Quality Mini-Grant Program supplements federal, 
state, and private grant and incentive programs that are designated 
to offset costs associated with Best Management Practice (BMP) in-
stallation. BMPs are designed to prevent erosion, mitigate non-point 
source nutrient and sediment runoff, and generally improve down-
stream water quality.

Funding for this program comes from the GCCD Clean Water 
Fund. In 2013, four mini-grant applications were approved; 3 at 
$1,000 and 1 at $1,200.  Funded projects included two spring devel-
opment projects for livestock, one heavy use area protection project, 
and one streambank stabilization project.  All of these projects will 
be completed in 2014.
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Penn’s Corner Resource Conservation and Development Council

BUY LOCAL BUY GREENE NETWORK

Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) councils were created out of the Federal Food and Agriculture Act of 1962.  The purpose of this act 
was to expand opportunities for conservation districts, local governments and individuals to improve their communities by enhancing social, economic, 
and environmental well-being. Penn’s Corner RC&D was officially recognized by the USDA on Dec 10, 1973, and currently has representatives from eight 
Southwestern Pennsylvania counties.  County Conservation Districts and County Commissioners appoint a representative and an alternate.  Conservation 
Districts also appoint a member-at-large. Laurel Rush, our agricultural technician currently serves on the Executive Committee as the Secretary and on the 
Agriculture & Budget committees.  

In 2011, federal funding was lost for RC&D coordinators.  The Penn’s 
Corner Charitable Trust continues to function through executive council 
members and counties that continue to pay dues.  The Council has entered 
into a fiduciary agreement with the River Alert Information Network (RAIN).  
RAIN is a regional source water protection program dedicated to protecting 
shared drinking water resources used by community water systems.  RAIN’s 
mission is to serve the public by creating an Early Warning System (EWS) 
in the Ohio River Basin to address public health issues, watershed protection 
and environmental accountability.  They are actively pursuing funding to con-
tinue promoting and implementing their goals.   

The Agriculture committee has several active projects:
• An encore PA Conservation Planner for 2013-14 was developed with 

funding provided by the PA DEP.
• The Annual SW No-Till Conference was held January 30, 2013 at the 

Fred Rogers Center located on the campus of St. Vincent College, with ap-
proximately 125 farmers attending.

• PA GLCI continues to partner with SW PA Project Grass Chapter and the 
Council for the State Grasslands Evaluation Contest which is held annually in 
May in State College, PA.  

The Buy Local Buy Greene program was launched in 2011 to promote Greene County businesses and 
educate consumers on the power of buying local. Several local organizations have partnered to provide fund-
ing for this initiative which includes a social media campaign, promotional materials, and give-a-way items. 
There is no cost involved to join the network. Seventeen businesses signed on to the network in 2013 and 
nearly 50 consumers pledged to spend a total of $4829/month at local businesses through our online survey.  

The Buy Local, Buy Greene campaign is successful due to the partnership of Community Bank, Greene 
County Conservation District, Greene County Tourism, University of Pittsburgh Small Business Develop-
ment Center, Waynesburg Area Chamber of Commerce, Waynesburg Prosperous & Beautiful, and Waynes-
burg University Center for Research and Economic Development. The conservation district provides techni-
cal assistance in reaching agricultural communities in Greene County. Additionally, Laurel Rush serves as 
the conservation district’s representative on the Economic Restructuring Committee of Waynesburg Pros-
perous and Beautiful.
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Natural Resources Conservation Service Greene County 2013 Review

2013 was a year of challenges for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service in Greene County (NRCS), but it was not without its rewards.  Ab-
normally long periods of rain plagued the summer construction season while at the same time temporary NRCS staff changes in the Lemont Furnace Service 
Center at times called for a redoubled team effort in order to assist Greene County farmers and landowners meet their conservation goals.  NRCS was pleased 
to assist the Greene County Conservation District (GCCD) with the Dirt and Gravel Roads program in Greene, Jackson, and Gilmore Townships.  In May 
representatives of NRCS participated in the 26th annual Greene County Envirothon at Ryerson Station State Park. 

NRCS is pleased to report the following conservation practices were completed by Greene County farmers and landowners during 2013:

Soil & water/grazing conservation plans written		  421 acres

NRCS is appreciative of the continued support and assistance received from the GCCD and its Board of Directors.  It is important to note that without 
partnering agencies such as the Greene County Conservation District it would be difficult if not impossible for NRCS to plan and implement conservation 
practices throughout Greene County.

Practices Designed and Installed
	 Access control			   50 acres
	 Brush management			  29 acres
	 Fencing installed			   11,024 feet
	 Forage& biomass planting		  28 acres
	 Forest management plan		  2 acres
	 Forest stand improvement		  10 acres

	
	 Nutrient management		  58 acres
	 Prescribed grazing			   465 acres
	 Spring developments		  2
	 Stream crossings			   1
	 Watering facilities			   2

COOPERATING AGENCY 2013 REPORTS

DCNR BUREAU OF FORESTRY DISTRICT FOUR 2013 REPORT

DCNR assisted 15 private woodland owners throughout Greene 
County during 2013. Visits included a site examination with landown-
ers and data collection. DCNR sent each landowner a post-visit letter ex-
plaining observations, concerns, conclusions, and recommendations. For-
est landowners are encouraged to have a Stewardship Plan prepared by a 
certified technical service provider (consulting forester). Topics covered 
during visits included NRCS practice certifications, planting assistance, 
insect and disease recognition, and management plan assistance.  There 
are currently 28 active Stewardship Plans in Greene County.

Russ Gibbs, DCNR Service Forester, conducted various educational 
forestry demonstrations and programs throughout the county.  Groups associated with these programs include Car-
michaels Area School District, The Walnut Council, Southwestern Pennsylvania Woodland Owners Association, and 
Ryerson Station State Park.  He currently serves as the DCNR District 4* Seed Collection Coordinator and Ecological 
Services (Invasive Species) Liaison.  During the spring fire season, he serves as our fire program aircraft dispatcher at 
the Somerset County Airport.

*District 4 includes Allegheny, Fayette, Greene, Somerset and Washington counties.
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Farm Service Agency
Michal Kunsman 
Service Center Office
2800 North Main St., Suite 1
Washington, PA 15301
Bus: (724) 222-3060 ext 2 
Fax:  (855) 847-3602
Email: michal.kunsman@pa.usda.gov 

USDA / NRCS 
Susan C. Funka-Petery
Lamont Furnace Service Center
1359 Connellsville Road, Suite 10
Lamont Furnace, PA 15456
Bus: (724) 627-5821
E-mail: susan.funka-petery@pa.usda.gov 

PA Fish & Boat Commission 
Eric Davis
236 Lake Road 
Somerset, PA 15501-1644
Bus: (814) 445-8974
Bus Fax: (814) 445-3497
E-mail: erdavis@state.pa.us 

PA Game Commission 
Steve Leiendecker
SW Regional Field Office
4820 Route 711
Bolivar, PA 15923
Bus: (724) 238-9523
E-mail: sleiendeck@state.pa.us

BUREAU DOG LAW ENFORCEMENT
JC Thomas
412-973-0215
Dog violations

DEP CALIFORNIA DISTRICT MINING OFFICE
724-769-1100
Surface or underground mining complaints

DEP OIL AND GAS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
412-442-4006
Oil and gas complaints

GREENE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
724-852-5300
Zoning, lot splits, development issues

NUMBER TO REPORT FOR FINDING  DEAD BIRDS/WNV
1-877-724-3258 EXT.4
To report a dead bird of interest

PENN DOT-GREENE COUNTY 
724-627-6131

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS -
PITTSBURGH DISTRICT
412-395-7500
Permittting, river and wetland issues

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
814-234-4090

DEP EMERGENCY RESPONSE FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS
1-800-541-2050
Chemical and oil spills from transport 
trucks, 
trains and industrial facilities

Penn’s Corner RC&D Council 
Council Chair: Jan Lauer (Allegheny County)
Allegheny County Conservation District
River Walk Corporate Centre
33 Terminal Way, Suite 325 B
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Bus: (412) 241-7645 
Fax: (412) 242-6165
Email:  jlauer@accdpa.org

Pennsylvania DEP 
Southwest Regional Office
400 Waterfront Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15322
Bus: (412) 412-4000

Greene County Commissioners
Greene County Office Building
3rd Floor
93 East High Street
Waynesburg, PA 15370
Bus: 724-852-5210
Fax: 724-627-5428 
Email: 
     Chuck Morris, Chairman
	 cmorris@co.greene.pa.us 
     Archie Trader, Vice Chairman 
	 atrader@co.greene.pa.us 
     Blair Zimmerman, Secretary
	 bzimmerman@co.greene.pa.us 

DCNR, Bureau of Forestry 
Russell Gibbs
2800 N. Main Street Suite 1
Washington, PA 15301
Bus: (724) 437-7983
E-mail: rugibbs@pa.gov 

Penn State Cooperative Extension 
26 West High Street, Room 1
Waynesburg, PA 15370-1324
Contact:  Joseph Conklin
Bus: 724-627-3745
Fax: 724-852-4318
GreeneExt@psu.edu

COOPERATING AGENCY CONTACTS




