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2010 Greene County Envirothon

This year marks the 23nd annual Greene County Envirothon - an environmental 
challenge of knowledge between the fi ve area school districts.  A total of eleven teams 
participated in this years’ Envirothon held at Ryerson State Park on May 12, 2010.  This 
contest consists of 5 stations that test the teams on their knowledge of environmental 
issues and test students on habitat, management principles and identifi cation in each 
topic.  The 5 topics this year were:  Aquatics, Wildlife, Soils and Land Use, Forestry, 
and the special current issue topic:  “Protection of Groundwater through Urban, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Planning.”  The competition consists of various means 
of testing the student’s knowledge and understanding of the natural environment. 

Carmichaels Team 1 took 1st place this year at the county competition and went 
on to the state competition.  

This year’s County Envirothon was funded through the Community 
Foundation of Greene County’s Pennsylvania Education Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) Program.  The event is organized each year by the Greene 
County Conservation District.   This year the Conservation District was able to 
secure funds to award the competition winners each with a college scholarship 
of $500 for each team member.  The Conservation District would like to thank 
Alpha Natural Resources for their donation to make this scholarship possible for the students.  The Greene County Conservation 
District would like to thank everyone who participated and made this a successful event.

The 27th Pennsylvania State Envirothon took place on Wednesday, May 26th at PPL Montour Preserve, Danville, Montour County.  
Sixty-six teams participated in the State Envirothon.  The Greene County team from Carmichaels placed second in the state with 
a total of 441 points out of 500.  Each team member received a $500 scholarship.  They also had the highest score in the Wildlife 
station for the second consecutive year.  This is the fi fth year in a row that a team from Carmichaels placed in the top ten at the state 
competition. 

 Participants in the County event were as follows:
 Greene County Commissioners - Pam Snyder, Chairman, Dave Coder and Archie Trader
 Greene County Department of Economic Development
 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service - Susan Funka-Petery and Laura Smith
 DCNR Bureau of Forestry - Bob McBride and retiree Bill Wentzel 
 PA Game Commission - Rodney Burns, WCO, Randy Crago, WCO
 Wallace and Pancher, Inc. - Matt Wachob, Shawn Gill, and Adam Greathouse
 Alpha Natural Resources - Michelle Anderson
 Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of State Parks, Ryerson Station State Park - Alan Johnson and staff.

Questions please call Lisa Snider 724-852-5278 or email lsnider@co.greene.pa.us 

Carmichaels -First Place
Left to Right:

Samantha May, Team Advisor Kevin Willis
Lucas Cumpston, Christine Broadwater

Robert Kowalewski, Kasey Osborne
Michelle Anderson from Alpha Natural Resources,
Conservation District Director James A. Cowell,

Conservation District Associate Director William Wentzel

Carmichaels - Second Place
Left to Right:
Team Advisor Kevin Willis,
Kody Decker, Quincy Hathaway,
Justin Maurin, Jacob Cumpston,
Marcus Tennant,
Conservation District Director 
James A. Cowell
Conservation District Associate 
Director William Wentzel

Carmichaels -Third Place
Left to Right:
Team Advisor Kevin Willis,
Dominic Capitoni, Michael 
Mays,
Riley Biddle, Shana Huseman,
Conservation District Director 
James A. Cowell,
Conservation District Associate 
Director William Wentzel



2010 Conservation Leadership School
Scholarship Winner

The Greene County Conservation District would like to congratulate Jacob 
Cumpston, a 10th grade student at Carmichaels Area High School, on winning 
the Conservation Leadership Scholarship.  The scholarship allowed him to attend 
Conservation Leadership School on July 18-24.

Jacob is an avid outdoorsman and loves learning about the environment.  
He is active in environmental programs at school and was a member of the second 
place team at the county Envirothon.  He intends to pursue a career where he can 
continue to study and protect the environment. 

This scholarship was made possible by contributions from PA Services 
Corporation, an affi liate of Alpha Natural Resources.  The Conservation District 
would like to thank Alpha Natural Resources for their contributions that will foster 
strong, knowledgeable stewards of our local communities, which is an asset to our 
county. 

Penn State hosted the Conservation Leadership School which is a week-long session where students are 
in a classroom environment that is moved outdoors.  Students explored forests, fi elds, streams, and lakes and 
had the opportunity to go canoeing, hiking, bird watching, fi shing, and do other recreational activities.  

 The Greene County Conservation District offered one full scholarship to go to Conservation Leadership 
School to those students who are interested in the environment and are residents of Greene County.  

To apply for the scholarship, students submitted a typed essay of 500-1000 words giving a brief 
background about themselves, why they feel they are the best recipient for the scholarship, and how this school 
experience will benefi t them with what they plan to do in the future. 

                             Conservation Stewardship Program 
 The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is a voluntary Farm Bill program that encourages 
agricultural and forestry producers to address resource concerns by undertaking additional conservation 
activities and maintaining and improving existing conservation systems.  
CSP is available to all operations regardless of size.  Eligible lands include:  cropland, grassland, improved 
pastureland, and nonindustrial private forest land.  Applicant must have:

• Records established with the USDA Farm Service Agency

• Eff ecti ve control of the land for the term of the contract

• Be incompliance with the Highly Erodible Land (HEL), wetland conservati on and adjusted gross income 
provisions of the Code of Federal Regulati ons 

• Include the eligible land in their enti re agricultural or forestry operati on

 CSP pays participants for conservation performance through 5 year contracts for activities installed and 
maintained in the previous year.  Southwestern Pennsylvania has identifi ed Animals, Soil Erosion, Soil Quality, 
Water Quality and Water Quantity as our top resource concerns.  Written documentation of conservation activity 
is a key component of this program.

 The Conservation District, working in partnership with Penn’s Corner R C & D, is promoting this 
continuous sign-up program administered by the USDA- Natural Resource Conservation Service.  For more 
information or to receive a self screening checklist to see if your operation will qualify please contact our offi ce 
at 724-852-5278 or on the web at htt p://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/csp.html

Reference:  USDA-NRCS, CSP fact sheet, 6/2010.

SCHEDULE OF 
EVENTS

Greene County Conservation District 
Board Meeting

3rd Tuesday of each month

Ag Progress Days
August 17-19

Rock Springs, PA

Dairy Grazing Pasture Walk
September 17

Enon Valley, PA

Seasonal Rotational Grazing Farm Tour
September 21
Jefferson, MD

SERVICES

USGS Topographic Maps
For sale at the District

Cost: $6.00/quad
$7.00/county

$2.50 postage and handling 

LIME SPREADER RENTAL
2 Ton wet lime spreader available

Please call the offi ce for further rental 
information

DIRECTIONS

1. Preheat oven to 350° F.  Lightly grease 4 mini-loaf pans.

2. In a large bowl, beat together the eggs, oil, vanilla, and sugar.  

3. Fold in the zucchini.  

4. Beat in the fl our, salt, baking powder, baking soda, and cinnamon.

5. Gently fold in the blueberries.  Transfer to the prepared mini-loaf pans.

6. Bake 50 minutes, or until a knife inserted in the center of a loaf comes out clean

7. Cool 20 minutes in pans, then turn out onto wire racks to cool completely. 

Becky’s Recipe Box
BLUEBERRY ZUCCHINI BREAD

INGREDIENTS

• 3 eggs, lightly beaten   •   1 teaspoon salt

• 1 cup vegetable oil   •   1 teaspoon baking powder

• 3 teaspoons vanilla extract  •   1 teaspoon baking soda

• 2 ¼ cups white sugar   •   1 tablespoon ground cinnamon

• 2 cups shredded zucchini   •   1 pint fresh blueberries

• 3 cups all-purpose fl our

Greene County Conservation District - Water Quality Improvement 
Mini-Grant Program

 The program will enable Best Management Practices to be implemented on properties throughout 
Greene County with the overall goal of improving the water quality of Greene County streams and tributaries.
The following are examples of projects that will be considered for funding:  Streambank stabilization, Riparian 
buffer plantings, Aquatic habitat enhancement 
structures, Conservation practice installations.
  The following individuals and 
organizations may apply for grants of up to 
$ 1,000.00 to offset project costs:  Locally-
based environmental organizations, School-
based environmental groups, Homeowners 
and Homeowner Associations, Scouting 
Organizations, Civic Organizations, and 
Sportsman’s Groups.
Further information and applications are 
available by visiting or calling the Greene 
County Conservation District, 724-852-5278

If you know of someone who would like to receive our 
newsletter “FREE OF CHARGE” please complete and 
return this form to the District.

NAME:  

ADDRESS: 

EMAIL: 



Hello from the New Face in the Offi ce

Hi!  My 
name is Julie 
Maxwell, and 
I’m the new 
Watershed 
Specialist 
with the 
Conservation 
District.  

I’m a Southwestern PA native, having 
grown up in Cokeburg, PA, and later 
moving to Elizabeth, PA after high 
school.  I now live in Morgantown, 
West Virginia with my husband, but I 
haven’t forgotten my PA roots.

I attended Alderson-Broaddus College 
in Philippi, WV and earned a degree in 
Environmental Science.  After college, 
I spent three years as the Watershed 
Specialist in Washington County, 
gaining experience which has helped 
me better settle into the Watershed 
Specialist position here at Greene 
County.

Growing up I remember family 
canoeing and fi shing trips to Ryerson 
Station, and scenic rides on the band 
bus to high school football games.  I’ve 
always enjoyed the rural peacefulness 
of Greene County, and I consider it a 
privilege to help protect and conserve 
that natural beauty.  

I can be reached at jmaxwell@
co.greene.pa.us. 

What is an Agricultural Security Area?

The agricultural security program started in 1981 (Act 43) as a tool for 
strengthening and protecting agriculture in Pennsylvania.  Farm landowners 
working together; initiate the process of establishing theses areas where 
agriculture is the primary activity.  Agricultural Security Areas (ASA’s) are 
intended to promote more permanent and viable farming operations over the 
long term by strengthening the right to farm.  

Agricultural Security Areas provide three main benefi ts:
• The township supervisors agree to support agriculture by not passing 
nuisance laws that would restrict farming operations
• Limitations are placed on the ability of government to condemn farmland 
in the ASA for highways, parks, schools or  municipal projects
• Landowners will be eligible to voluntarily apply to sell conservation 
easements to the County Farmland Preservation board.  

Am I eligible?
A township or municipality may establish an ASA with a minimum of 250 
acres of agricultural land owned by multiple owners with tracts of 10 acres or 
more that need not be adjacent to each other.  At least 50% of the soils in the 
proposed area must fall into soil capability classes I – IV, as determined by a 
USDA soil survey.  The land must be viable cropland, pasture or forested land 
and the zoning shall permit agriculture, but need not exclude other uses.  

Establishment
The process of establishing an ASA is initiated by a petition of owners of 
productive farmland totaling at least 250 acres.  Once all the applications 
have been collected and the soils inventory has met the requirements, the 
landowners submit their petition to the township via certifi ed mail and this 
begins a 180 day time clock.  Within this time period public announcements, 
public hearings, and township resolutions must be completed along with 
the formation of an agricultural advisory committee.  This will eventually 
culminate with the township offi cially recording the names, acreages and tax 
identifi cation numbers of the recognized properties.   If the supervisors fail to 
act within the 180 days of the date of submission, the proposed area shall be 
deemed adopted without modifi cation and must be recorded within 10 days by 
the township.  

The ASA designation does not restrict the use of the property by the farmer, 
as long as it is in accordance with local zoning law, but the ASA designation 
is the fi rst step in the farmland preservation process. Only landowners located 
in a duly recorded ASA are eligible to apply to the Greene County Farmland 
Preservation Board to be considered for an agricultural easement.  

ASA’s in Greene County 
In Greene County there are fi ve recognized ASA’s totaling 7,647.81 acres. They are located in Center, Cumberland, 
Greene, Washington, and Wayne townships.  The District has application forms for interested landowners and ASA 
handbooks for township offi cials at our offi ce and on our website.  

Attention all Ag Producers………. We Have A Program For You!
By: April VanDruff
Soil Conservation Technician

The Natural Resources and Conservation Services (NRCS) is targeting Agricultural Producers in the 
area.  Most are lead to believe that our programs center themselves on cattle; well this is not the case.  We 
are also trying to help those of you in the horse business.  If you already have good stands of desirable grass 
and legume species, you can maintain a satisfactory horse pasture with proper soil fertility and management 
practices. 
 Using the correct pasture management practices is a way to help better manage your horse program.  
Ensuring your herd’s production is most important.  Avoid over or under grazing.  Horses are typically spot 
grazers.  Unless they are moved around frequently they will destroy pastures as well as certain desirable plant 

species.  Each horse requires at least one acre.  Rotational grazing 
is most desirable. 
 Whether you have livestock, crops, or you are trying to preserve 
wildlife, the NRCS has a program for you.  The NRCS provides 
incentives for installation of conservation practices as part of a 
conservation plan.  Some programs offer annual conservation 
payments; others offer payments for long-term contracts and 
conservation easement.  Whether through an agreement or 
easement purchase, all programs include Federal funds to assist 
with or offset costs of conservation practices and activities.  NRCS 
helps customers plan and implement conservation practices on 
private lands through technical assistance of the highest quality and 
standards.
 To fi nd out more about our programs please visit us online at: 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome   or give us a call 
at 724-627-5821 ext. 3 or at    724-437-7917

October 23 Picnic with Plant Identifi cation Competition 
and Potato Gun Competition (Members, Friends and 
Family)
Time: To be determined 
Place: To be determined  

November 10 Meeting
Non-Timber Forest Products
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: First Floor Meeting Room, Courthouse Square 
Building, 100 W. Beau Street, Washington, PA.  Free 
Parking: enter through the Beau Street B-Level entrance 
at the base of the Courthouse Square Building
 

November 13 Field Trip - Winter Tree Identifi cation: the 
Basics
Arlyn Perkey, US Forest Service (Ret.)  
Time: 1:00 PM 
Place: To be determined  
Meet at 12:30 PM at Building #10, Greene Country 
Fairgrounds, Waynesburg, PA

September 8 Meeting
Game Commission Update
Rodney Burns, PA Wildlife Conservation Offi cer  
Emerald Ash Borer Update
Rick Turcotte, Ph.D., US Forest Service Entomologist  
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: Building #10, Greene Country Fairgrounds, 
Waynesburg, PA
 

September 11 Field Trip - Collecting Ash Seeds
To be determined  
Description: They say the emerald ash borer will eliminate 
ash trees from our forest populations.  The thought is that 
the emerald ash borer will go through the ash trees and 
then be out of this source and die off.  After this threat is 
gone, scientists would like to have a native seed source 
ready to be planted once again in our forests.  There is a 
national effort to collect these seeds now.  In this tour you 
will learn how to collect ash seeds, how to preserve them, 
and where we can donate our seeds.
Time: 1:00 PM 
Place: To be determined  
Meet at 12:30 PM at Building #10, Greene Country 
Fairgrounds, Waynesburg, PA

Southwestern Pennsylvania Woodland Owners Association
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 An E&S plan is required to be on site 
and available at any earth disturbance site with 
a disturbance of 5,000 sq. ft. or more.  The plan 
is not required to be reviewed by the District, 
however if there is a complaint the District can 
require that a review of the plan be done and work 
could potentially be stopped until approval is 
issued.   

NPDES permits are required if the area 
of disturbance is between 1 and 5 acres and there 
is a point source discharge that drains directly 
into any surface water of the Commonwealth or 
if the area of disturbance is greater than 5 acres. 
If the site drains to a High Quality or Exceptional 
Value watershed, an Individual Permit is 
required.  NPDES Permitting also requires a 
Post Construction Stormwater Management 
Plan (PCSM).  The PCSM should provide Best 
Management Practices that will manage any 
net increase in stormwater runoff volume after 
completion of the project.  It should also be 
designed to eliminate or minimize point source 
discharges and to ultimately protect all aspects of 
the receiving surface water(s). 

The Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) 
Pollution Control Program is a program that 
was delegated to the Conservation District by 
the Department of Environmental Protection.  
The purpose of the E&S program is to require 
persons proposing or conducting earth disturbance 
activities to develop, implement, and maintain 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) to minimize 
the potential for accelerated erosion and 
sedimentation.  The BMPs shall be undertaken 
to protect, maintain, reclaim, and restore water 
quality and the existing and designated uses of 
waters of the Commonwealth.  

The E&S program includes reviews of the 
E&S plans, inspections of earth disturbance sites, 
responding to complaints, issuance of Stream 
Encroachment Permits, ESCGP-1 permits, and 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permits.  

E&S plans are reviewed according to 
DEP guidelines to determine if they satisfy the 
Clean Streams Law and the adequacy of proposed 
Best Management Practices based on rules and 
regulations from the PA Code Chapters 102 and 
105.  In the spring of 2009, the DEP took over 
the issuance of all oil and gas related permits. 
The Greene County Conservation District still 
reviews all permitting associated with inter and/or 
intrastate transmission of oil and gas.

Erosion and Sedimentation Pollution Control Program
The Science of Lime

Applying lime to pasture and hay fi elds is one of the simplest management decisions to make.  Increasing soil 
pH can increase forage yields and palatability, with relatively low cost to the producer.  Appalachian soils tend 
to be acidic; liming neutralizes acidity in the soil.  A more neutral pH allows nutrients like, phosphorus, calcium 
and magnesium to be more available for plant uptake. While plants will adapt to soil pH, they defi nitely perform 
better in an optimum range.  

Soil testing is the most reliable way to determine your liming needs.  The County Cooperative Extension 
Service can provide you with soil sampling bags.  By supplying some basic background information such as 
soil type and what crop you are trying to grow, the lab will be able to provide you with a report of your present 
soil needs.  Recommendations are not intended to neutralize all of your soil acidity, only to provide for optimum 
plant growth.  Liming changes the balance of your soil so it is important to make sure that you are not adversely 
affecting your crops.   

The Rental Program
 The committee of Jim Kenney and Jim Cowell, District Board members, began investigating whether a Lime 
Spreader rental program was needed in the county.  “What we found was a need for a smaller spreader that 
landowners could use on pastures and smaller steeper fi elds” Kenney said.  Most districts in Pennsylvania 
that have a rental program focus on no-till equipment, Washington County being one.  Producers in Greene 
County have access to this equipment and the District hoped that renting a lime spreader could be a companion 
program.   As Kenney talked to local equipment dealers about smaller spreader options, he found that almost 
all the Soil and Water Conservation Districts in West Virginia have lime spreader rental programs.  In the fall 
of 2008, the Greene County Conservation District invested in a 2 ton wet lime spreader to rent to agricultural 
producers.  Since then approximately 600 tons of lime have been spread with the district’s machine.  
As livestock production in the county has transitioned into more grass based rotational grazing systems the need 
for lime to help support quality forage production has become imperative and a producer’s ability to get it where 
and when they need it has been reduced.  “I hope that this program will provide grazers and smaller operations 
with another option when trying to improve their soil quality” said Laurel Rush, Agricultural Technician for the 
Greene County Conservation District.  
Look for our display at the Greene County Fair and prepare now for fall liming.  For more information please 
contact us at 724-852-5278 or on the web at www.co.greene.pa.us/gccd/agr.html        


