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Conservation Leadership School Scholarship Available                      
Summer 2007

Penn State will be hosting this years’ Conservation Leadership School at the end of June and the beginning of 
July.  There are two different week long sessions where students are in a classroom environment that is moved 
outdoors.  Students will explore forests, fields, streams, and lakes and will have the opportunity to go canoeing, 
hiking, bird watching, fishing, and do other recreational activities.

The Greene County Conservation District is offering one full scholarship to this school courtesy of Foundation 
Coal.  The cost is $495.00 for one week long session.  Two sessions will be offered, June 24 – June 30 and July 8 
– July 14.  The student may choose which week he/she would like to attend.  This is only offered to those students 
genuinely interested in the environment and is a Greene County Resident.  Students must be from the ages of 
15-18 and have completed their freshman year.

To apply for this scholarship, students must submit a typed essay of 500-1000 words giving a brief background 
about themselves, why they feel they are the best recipient for the scholarship, and how this experience will 
benefit them with what they plan to do in the future.  Please have these essays turned in to the Conservation 
District by June 1, 2007.  Students may mail, fax, or email their letter to the Conservation District at 93 East 
High Street, Room 215, Waynesburg, PA 15370 or lbennett@co.greene.pa.us.  In the email subject please write 
“Conservation Leadership Scholarship.”  For further information about this event please contact the District at 
724-852-5278 or check out the CLS Web site at www.conferences.cas.psu.edu. 

New Service Forester
Ralph Campbell
There is no place like home.  This statement has never been more meaningful to me.  I am finally settling back 
into the area after being away for almost 5 years. Born and raised in Latrobe, it is exciting to be residing in 
Southwestern PA once again.  I came here from the Valley Forge Forest District where I was a service forester 
in Bucks and Montgomery Counties.  Being the newest service forester on staff in the Forbes District, I will be 
working in Greene and Washington Counties.  As most of you know, Bill Wentzel, who was the forester for these 
two counties for over 30 years, retired last summer.  

A little bit of background on myself, I went to school at Penn State where I majored in Forest Science.  While in 
college, I spent a summer as a forest technician with the state of Maryland working on the Chesapeake Forest.  
Working on the Eastern Shore was a great experience and gave me a little taste of southern pine management.  
When I returned to school that fall, I was hired by Penn State’s Forestland Management Office as a forestry 
intern.  That fall and following spring, I learned a great deal while working on Penn State’s Experimental Forest.  
In May of 2005, I graduated from Penn State with a B.S. in Forest Science. Upon graduation, I acquired a job in 
Maryland once again but this time it was in the central portion of the State.  I was hired as a service forester to 
work in the Howard and Montgomery County area.  I spent 8 months there before accepting a position with the 
Bureau of Forestry last April.  

It is good to be back in the area close to my family and friends.  On February 22nd, I will be settling into my 
office on 195 East High Street in Waynesburg.  You can reach me either by phone at (724) 627-6624 or by email 
at ralcampbel@state.pa.us.  I look forward to meeting and working with everyone throughout the Greene and 
Washington County area.  



District Ag Manager Retires                                                          
Bob Andrew, Agricultural Manager for the Greene County Conservation District, 
recently announced his retirement effective April 20, 2007.  Mr. Andrew, a former 
Greene County Commissioner and agricultural science graduate of Penn State 
University, was employed under the state ACT and Nutrient Management programs.  
His tenure with the Conservation District was marked with a strong advocacy of no-
till agriculture and erosion-reducing BMP installations and agricultural practices.  Mr. 
Andrew also played an instrumental role in the administrative accommodation of the 
Farmland Preservation Board created by the present Board of County Commissioners 
in the interest of preserving Greene County’s agricultural base and heritage.

Bob’s knowledge of the workings of government and his outgoing and accommodating 
personality will be missed by the District Board of Directors and staff alike.  We 
wish Bob well in his retirement, and we rest assured that his concern for Greene 
County and its welfare will not diminish in his private life.

GCCD Gets a New Board Member
The Greene County Conservation District would like to welcome to the board James Cowell, Jr. of Frosty Springs 
Farm.  Mr. Cowell was appointed to the board by the Greene County Commissioners and the Conservation District 
Board on January 16, 2007.  Jim has been an associate board member since 2003 and has operated Frosty Springs Farm 
in Whiteley Township since 1978 with his wife Billie.  Their operation consists of 25 pure bred Simmental cows and is 
a member of the American Simmental Association and the PA Simmental Association of which he was a board member 
for 6 years.  Being a 4-H leader of the Beef Cattle Club for 10 years he has Mr. Cowell was very active with the county 
youth.  Mr. Cowell practices the use of intensive grazing and farming best management practices on his farm.  

At the January meeting officers for the District were chosen for the 2007 year.  They were as follows:  J. Robert Rice, 
Chairman; Bradley Eisiminger, Vice Chairman; Thomas Headlee, Treasurer and Cheryl Cowen, Secretary.

New Environmental Resource Specialist
The Greene County Conservation District has recently hired Todd Klaner as an Environmental 
Program Specialist for the district.  Todd is practically a lifelong resident of Greene County less 
2 years of living in New Kensington, Pennsylvania.

Todd attended both West Greene and Central Greene schools, graduating in 1995 from WCHS.  
He then graduated from Clarion University of Pennsylvania with a Bachelors of Science in 
Geology in 1999, before accepting a position with an environmental consulting and engineering 
firm based in Pittsburgh.  He gained extensive experience in groundwater assessment, 
groundwater treatment system operation and maintenance, construction supervision, and Phase 
I & II Environmental Site Assessment.  In 2004, amidst a company buyout, his position shifted 
to a financial and technology management position within the new company.

He and his wife Erin (Tedrow) Klaner, also practically a lifelong resident of Greene County, 
gladly took the opportunity to return to Greene County so that their daughter Teagan (6 months) 
could have the same opportunity to grow up in Greene County surrounded by family and friends 
just as they had.

District Gets Admin Support
The Greene County Conservation District, as of February 26, is pleased to welcome 
Mary Jane Kent to the District staff.  Serving in the capacity of administrative support, 
Mary Jane will be of valuable assistance to the Conservation District.  Her long-time 
position as Secretary of the Greene County Association of Township Supervisors will 
afford the valuable interface necessary between County and Township governments 
in efficiently pursuing such programs as Farmland Preservation and Dirt & Gravel 
Road Maintenance.  She will also assist the Conservation District in its public 
outreach program, which this year includes a variety of public meetings, workshops, 
and field trips.  Mary Jane’s experience in a variety of County endeavors and her 
knowledge of municipal government and its personnel should be of significant help 
to the Conservation District in future projects.



Native trees, seen here protected in the net-capped tubes, and 

shrub plantings along stream riparian areas are just one of many 

practices that can be placed on marginal land through CREP. 
(Photos courtesy of Western Pennsylvania Conservancy.)  

Enrollment time for CREP is running out! 

     The enrollment period for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) may be 

closing at the end of this year! Since the enrollment process can take a few months to complete, 

it is important for landowners and agricultural operators to consider enrolling in this program 

now. Placing your name on the CREP interest list at your local FSA office is the first step toward 

contract development. This will allow partners to determine if the land is eligible for CREP and 

what rental payments could be earned from enrollment. With this important information, you can 

then make a sound decision as to whether or not CREP is a tool that you want to have on your 

property. 

     CREP offers landowners up to 100% cost 

share for installing conservation practices on 

eligible portions of their land. Conservation 

practices include streamside tree plantings, 

wetland restoration, limiting livestock access to 

streams and wetlands, and planting and 

maintaining native grasses. In addition to cost 

share money, participants receive annual, per 

acre rental and maintenance payments.  Some 

CREP practices even offer extra one-time-only 

incentive payments. 

     A landowner does not necessarily have to be 

farmer to be eligible for CREP. Other rural 

landowners can benefit from CREP as well, 

with installment of streamside plantings, which 

help stabilize streambanks and provide wildlife 

habitat. As a producer-friendly program, CREP 

can add to farm infrastructure while helping 

agricultural operations improve the 

environment. Livestock crossings, stock tanks, 

streambank fencing, and spring developments 

are just a few important pieces of infrastructure that can be upgraded or added through CREP.    

     A few interesting facts about CREP include that it is a voluntary program. An entire field or 

pasture need not be enrolled to take advantage of CREP, and enrollment length ranges from 10 to 

15 years. Also, with CREP, enrolled landowners are under no obligation to allow public access 

to their land. CREP money includes maintenance payments to control the growth and spread of 

noxious weeds, including multi flora rose. Additionally, the work to install CREP practices can 

Spring developments and stock tanks are available through the 

Conservation Reserve Enchantment Program. (Photos courtesy of 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy.) 
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Enrollment Time For CREP Is Running Out!
The enrollment period for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) may be closing at the end 
of this year! Since the enrollment process can take a few months to complete, it is important for landowners 
and agricultural operators to consider enrolling in this program now. Placing your name on the CREP interest 
list at your local FSA office is the first step toward contract development. This will allow partners to determine 
if the land is eligible for CREP and what rental payments could be earned from enrollment. With this important 
information, you can then make a sound decision as to whether or not CREP is a tool that you want to have on 
your property.

CREP offers landowners up to 100% cost share for 
installing conservation practices on eligible portions of 
their land. Conservation practices include streamside 
tree plantings, wetland restoration, limiting livestock 
access to streams and wetlands, and planting and 
maintaining native grasses. In addition to cost share 
money, participants receive annual, per acre rental and 
maintenance payments.  Some CREP practices even 
offer extra one-time-only incentive payments.

A landowner does not necessarily have to be farmer to 
be eligible for CREP. Other rural landowners can benefit 
from CREP as well, with installment of streamside 
plantings, which help stabilize streambanks and provide 
wildlife habitat. As a producer-friendly program, 
CREP can add to farm infrastructure while helping 
agricultural operations improve the environment. 
Livestock crossings, stock tanks, streambank fencing, 
and spring developments are just a few important pieces of infrastructure that can be upgraded or added through 
CREP.   

A few interesting facts about CREP include that it is a voluntary program. An entire field or pasture need not be 
enrolled to take advantage of CREP, and enrollment length ranges from 10 to 15 years. Also, with CREP, enrolled 
landowners are under no obligation to allow public access to their land. CREP money includes maintenance 
payments to control the growth and spread of noxious weeds, including multi flora rose. Additionally, the work 
to install CREP practices can be done by the landowner, or it can be contracted out. These facts and addition 
criteria are accessible and up for discussion prior to the signing of the final contract.

If you have any interest in CREP, learn more, with no cost or commitment, by calling 1-800-941-CREP, visiting 
www.creppa.org, or simply stop in at your local Farm Service Agency office (724-627-3056)

In addition, staff a Western Pennsylvania Conservancy would be happy to talk with you on the phone or visit 
your property personally and discuss the possibilities with CREP at anytime. Please feel free to contact WPC 
by e-mail at watershedcenter@paconserve.org or by phone at (724) 459-0958. WPC encourages you to consider 
using CREP as a tool to help place important conservation practices on your property that not only improves 
water quality, but also benefits the landowner.



GREENE COUNTY AGRICULTURE 
PRODUCERS AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES CONSERVATION 

SERVICE INSTALLED A VARIETY 
OF CONSERVATION PRACTICES

IN 2006 TO REDUCE SOIL EROSION 
AND BENEFIT WATER QUALITY…

THE FARMER: U.S.’s FIRST 
ENVIRONMENTALIST

1,240  acres of conservation plans 
25,576   feet of fence along streambanks
              and in pasture systems
14  spring developments for livestock water
91  acres of use exclusion
13 livestock water facilities
5  acres of wetland enhancement
87 acres of forest stand improvement
384 acres of prescribed grazing systems
5 stream crossings
8 acres of forested riparian buffer
5 acres of herbaceous riparian buffer
135 acres of wildlife habitat management
38 acres of conservation cover

Thank-you Greene County farmers for your 
contribution in “keeping Greene County, green”!

Greene County Conservation District Announces Creation of a Water 
Quality Improvement Mini-Grant Program

At the June District Board of Directors meeting approval was given to fund and begin accepting applications for a District 
Mini-Grant Program. The program will enable Best Management Practices to be implemented on properties throughout 
Greene County with the overall goal of improving the water quality of Greene County streams and tributaries.

Designed to fill a niche left between state and federal grant and cost-share programs that may not address single projects or 
smaller scale practices, the following are examples of projects that will be considered for funding:
A. Streambank stabilization 
B. Riparian buffer plantings
C. Aquatic habitat enhancement structures
D. Conservation practice installations 

Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis with no deadlines for application.  The following individuals and organizations 
may apply for grants of up to $ 1,000.00 to offset project costs:
1. Locally-based environmental organizations
2. School-based environmental groups
3. Homeowners and Homeowner Associations
4. Scouting Organizations
5. Civic Organizations
6. Sportsman’s Groups

Further information and applications are available by visiting or calling the Greene County Conservation District, 724-852-5278

PASTURE/GRAZING SCHOOL
Walt Bumgarner, PSU Extension Livestock Educator, is holding 
a series of pasture and forage related seminars this spring. The 
educational sessions are scheduled to be held at Log Cabin Fence 
headquarters. The four evening sessions (7:00 P.M.- 9:00 P.M.) 
will be presented as follows: March 13th and 27th , and April 
10th and 24th . To register or receive additional information, 
please contact your local Cooperative Extension Office.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
The Greene County Farmland Preservation Board is reminding 
interested landowners that May 1, 2007 is the last day to apply 
for an Easement Purchase agreement. Any applications received 
after this date will be considered the following year.
 
In order to apply, the landowner must first become a member of 
an Agriculture Security Area. Information and applications are 
available at the Greene County Conservation District office in 
the County Office Building.

Pennsylvania No-Till Alliance Conference
March 13th and 14th, 2007
Ramada Conference Center
1450 South Atherton Street

State College, Pennsylvania 16801

For conference information call Jeff McClellan 814-238-4260 
or email at info@panotill.com. For hotel reservations call 814-
238-3001.
 
This annual meeting and conference is designed to update 
farmers and conservation staff on recent changes and advances 
of No-Till agriculture.



E&S Springtime Activity Reminder
Though it doesn’t seem like it so much, it’s almost Spring.  Everyone has spent the winter thinking up projects to accomplish 
once the weather breaks.  Whether it be planning for the spring planting season or constructing a new house, the Greene County 
Conservation District (GCCD) would like to remind you about Erosion and Sedimentation Control (E&S Control).  

Erosion and Sedimentation “Best Management Practices” are required to be followed for all earth disturbances. Best Management 
Practices (BMP’s) are defined by the Pennsylvania Code Chapter 102 as:

Activities, facilities, measures, or procedures used to minimize accelerated erosion and sedimentation to protect, maintain, reclaim 
and restore the quality of waters and the existing and designated used of the waters in this commonwealth.

Details including different types and uses of BMP’s can be found in the NRCS Conservation Catalog.  The catalog is available in 
print at the GCCD Office or on the GCCD Website.  

Any earth disturbance that impacts greater than 5,000 square feet requires that a written Erosion and Sediment Control Plan be 
available at the site.  The GCCD offers free guidance relative to plan preparation.  However, GCCD review of E&S Plans, when 
required (see Table “A”), will be assessed a fee.   The fee schedule, which includes information about waivers and pricing, is also 
available on the GCCD Website.

Agricultural operations require Pennsylvania General Permit #9.  The GP-9 Agricultural Activities Permit needs to be filled out 
and submitted to the GCCD, it is available on the website, as well as at the GCCD Office, where assistance in filling out the permit 
out can be obtained.  The GP-9 permit carries no fee.

Landowners wishing to construct a single family home are also required to submit an E&S Plan as well.  There is a $25.00 fee 
associated with reviewing the plan, unless the GCCD determines that there is a minimal disturbance.  Requesting a minimal 
disturbance waiver must be made in writing and sent to the GCCD.

There are many other permits that are issued by the GCCD.  If you are unsure whether you need a permit please contact the GCCD 
by phone, e-mail, or in person.  The staff will gladly assist in answering any questions.

http://co.greene.pa.us/secured/gc/depts/pd/conserv/index.htm

Time is Running Out For Clean 
Up Money

The Greene County Conservation District would like to 
announce that they are currently accepting applications to 
remove illegal garbage dumps located in the Dunkard Creek 
Watershed.  The Dunkard Creek Watershed encompasses 
Perry, Wayne, Gilmore and Dunkard Townships and 
property owners within these areas are urged to contact the 
office immediately if they have illegal dumps that are located 
on their property that they would like removed.  The grant 
that was acquired from the Department of Environmental 
Protection will be running out in June 2007 and time is of 
the essence if landowners would like to participate.  

The grant is set up so that each township/landowner will be 
eligible to apply for clean-ups.  All the townships/landowners 
have to do is provide a 20% match of labor, materials, 
equipment, volunteers and/or operators.  Dumps that are 
located in drainage ways and near waterways will be ranked 
due to the fact that this grant was written as a Non Point 
Source pollution project.  Work will be able to commence 
at the townships/landowners leisure as long as the work is 
finished within the grant period.  Currently we are using 
the Greene County Jail inmates for labor and scheduling 
is extremely important.  Money from the grant will be use 
to pay for disposal costs, seeding and mulching, equipment 
rental, etc.  Payment will be made on a reimbursement status 
only.

Please call the Greene County Conservation District at 724-
852-5278 and/or email Lisa Bennett at lbennett@co.greene.
pa.us for further information.

Table A 

Which Permits do you need?

Specifications 

of Disturbance

Written E&S 

Plan Approval NPDES State General Permit

Less than 

5,000 sq/ft

No (Unless in 

an HQ or EV 

watershed) No

5,000 sq/ft to 

an acre Yes No

1 to 5 Acres, 

Without a 

point source 

discharge Yes No

1 to 5 Acres, 

With a point 

source 

discharge Yes Yes

Greater than 5 

acres Yes Yes

Disturbance 

occurs within 

the floodway, 

or within 50' of

a watercourse 

that has greater

than a 100 acre

watershed. Yes Yes

Which Permits Do You Need?



Old Citizen Moves Back         
 

The bobcat (felis rufus), pictured here displaying 
annoyance at being interrupted from a warm nap on a 
pile of hay, is once again looking upon rural Greene 
County as a nice place to live.  Once common here, 
habitat destruction, a reduction in the population of 
prey species, and hunting caused a near extirpation of 
the bobcat.  Now, however, public and private wildlife-
oriented management of woodlands have resulted in 
the re-population of species commonly used as food by 
the bobcat, such as the wild turkey.  Give this attractive 
feline the food and shelter that Greene County once 
provided and he’ll gladly move back.

Although his numbers are on the increase here, don’t 
expect to see this reclusive cat on a regular basis.  His 
lifestyle involves staying out of sight and away from 
confrontation with his most feared neighbor, man.  
Enjoy the view if you’re ever lucky enough to see him 
and, as with all wild animals, keep a respectful distance 
and an unobtrusive profile.  He’ll only be a danger if he 
feels threatened or trapped.          

PA CleanWays of Greene County, 
INC. Helps Sponsor Township 

Spring Clean Ups and Amnesty 
Day

For all Greene County residents who need to get rid of 
used tires, washers, dryers, refrigerators, freezers, air 
conditioners and all other white goods PA CleanWays of 
Greene County, INC will be sponsoring an amnesty day 
in which they will be taking the above mentioned items.  
They will not be accepting any electronics and only up to 
15 tires will be taken per person for free any additional 
will be a minimal charge.  

Please contact Theresa Matscherz at 724-627-7097 for 
further information.

Township Cleanups Scheduled
Cumberland Township April 2007 (724-966-5805)
 Carmichaels
 Nemacolin
 Crucible

Jackson Township April 1st rain date May 31st (724-499-5672)
 
Freeport Township April 27th rain date May 4th (724-447-2082)

Dunkard Township May 11th and 12th (724-839-7273)

Gilmore Township May 2007 (724-451-8390)

Perry Township 1st week of May (724-324-2861)

Monongahela Township not scheduled (724-943-3935)

Please contact your township for further information 
regarding clean up dates, times, locations and allowable 
items for clean ups.

An Old Park Gets a New Direction
Martin Niverth Jr., District Manager for the Greene County Conservation 
District, and Dustin Teegarden, an intern from California University of 
Pennsylvania, have been working together on a plan for the revitalization 
of Pumpkin Run Park. For those of you who might not know, the park is 
located in downtown Rices Landing across from the community building 
and lock wall. With the Greene River Trail in close proximity to the 
park, it would be a great asset to the trail if there were a place for the 
people to relax and enjoy the scenic beauty of the surrounding area. After 
meeting with the Rices Landing Borough Council on Monday, February 
19, 2007, Martin and Dustin were given the two thumbs up to proceed 
with the development of the park. Even though plans for the park are still 
in the early stages many things have been done. Some of which include; 
determination of property ownership of the park and surrounding area, 
assessment of the park’s problem areas and determination of how to resolve these problems, and evaluating the major 
needs of the park. While there is still a great deal of work to be done, the park is headed in the right direction. With the 
support of the community and local organizations there is no doubt that this project will keep moving forward.  



SCHEDULE OF 
EVENTS

Greene County 
Conservation District 

Board Meeting
3rd Tuesday of each 

month

Envirothon 2007
May 9th

Ryerson Station State 
Park

Earth Day 2007
April 27th

Soil and Water 
Stewardship Week 
March 1 - May 31

For more information 
go online to www.

greatpacleanup.org or 
contact Michellee Dunn, 
PA CleanWays at 1-877-

672-3673 ext. 37

SERVICES

Farmland Preservation 
Applicants Deadline May 

1, 2007
 Contact Bob Andrew for 

further information

USGS Topographic Maps
For sale at the District

Cost: $5.00 each

WANTED

Associate Board 
Members

for the Greene County 
Conservation District 

Activities involve 
monthly meetings and 

committee involvement
Contact the District for 

further information

Areas to install Dry Fire 
Hydrants. Areas need to 
be near roads with access 

to a pond or stream
Contact Lisa Bennett for 

more information
Deadline April 30th

If you know of someone who would like 
to receive our newsletter “FREE OF 
CHARGE” please complete and return this 
form to the District.

NAME: 

ADDRESS:

EMAIL:

Becky’s Recipe Box

CLAM CHOWDER

2 6-1/2 oz. cans clams, drained 
(reserve juice)
1 c. onions, finely chopped
1 c. celery, diced
2 c. potatoes, diced
¾ c. butter
¾ c. flour
1 qt. half-and-half
2 T. red wine vinegar (optional)
1 ½ t. salt
Dash of pepper

Pour clam juice over 
vegetables in small saucepan.  
Add enough water to barely 
cover.  Cover and simmer 
over medium heat until barely 
tender.  In the meantime, melt 
butter, blend in flour, and 
cook until smooth and thick.  
Add half-and-half and stir 
with wire whip until smooth 
and thick.  Add undrained 
vegetables, clams, and vinegar.  
Heat and season to taste.
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