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GREENE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
MINUTES 

April 15, 2014 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Eisiminger at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Mezzanine Conference Room, 19 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA.  
Those in attendance were as follows: 
Greene County Conservation District Directors and Associate Directors 
Bradley Eisiminger-Chairman; Archie Trader-Vice Chairman/Commissioner 
Representative; Tom Headlee-Treasurer; Jim Cowell-Secretary; Greg Hopkins-
Director; J. Robert Rice-Director Emeritus; Jerry Day-Associate Director; Frank 
O’Leary-Associate Director; Gay Thistle-Associate Director; and Bill Wentzel-
Associate Director/Resource Specialist. 
Guests and Cooperating Agencies 
Ken Dufalla, President, Izaak Walton League of America (IWL), Harry Enstrom 
Chapter; Russ Gibbs, PA DCNR, Bureau of Forestry; Kim Moninger, NRCS 
Staff 
Lisa Snider-District Manager; Laurel Rush-Ag Technician; Lindsay Kozlowski-
Resource Specialist; Warren Dickerson-Resource Specialist; Zack Basinger-
Resource Specialist; Jared Zinn-Watershed Specialist; Becky Salosky-Fiscal 
Officer and Robbie Matesic-Department of Economic Development.   
 
Mr. Basinger, Mr. Dickerson, and Ms. Kozlowski, attended a portion of the 
meeting. 

  
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
There were no public comments. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A motion was made by Jim Cowell to approve the minutes of the March 
18th, 2014 meeting.  Tom Headlee seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
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IV. TREASURER’S REPORTS 

 
A motion was made by Greg Hopkins to approve the treasurer’s report.  
Commissioner Trader seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 

V. CORRESPONDENCE 

 

a. State Ethics Forms for Director Completion April 30, 2014 
 

For those GCCD Board Members who have not already done so, it was 
requested that the State Ethics Forms be completed and returned to the 
office by April 30th, 2014. 
  

b. Izaak Walton League, Harry Enstrom Chapter 

 
This item did not appear on the meeting agenda since this information, 
concerning radioactive constituents in Greene County mine pools, was 
received following its preparation. 
 
At the GCCD meeting on December 17th, 2013, approval was granted to 
draft a letter to PA DEP requesting that testing be completed to determine 
the presence of radioactive materials in mine pool discharges. 
 
Since that time, a letter was drafted and a response was received from Joel 
Koricich, District Mining Manager, District Mining Operations, PA Department 
of Environmental Resources (DEP), California District Mining Office. 
 
The correspondence from Mr. Koricich to GCCD, two letters (dated February 
3, 2014 and March 25, 2013) from the Izaak Walton League to the PA DEP, 
and a news article, written by Mr. Dufalla which was published in the Greene 
County Messenger, was distributed to the board members.    
 
Mr. Dufalla offered the following regarding this matter.  He stressed the 
importance of the health of coal miners exposed to the mine water. 
 
Correspondence from PA DEP indicates that test results have never 
exceeded Pennsylvania’s Drinking Water Mean Concentration Level 
(15pCi/L).  However, since testing, conducted by the IWL, found high levels 
of bromide, strontium, salt, and sodium levels in mine water discharges, 
additional testing should be warranted.  Specifically, for the presence of 
Radium 226 and Radium 228; these isotopes are associated with Marcellus 
Shale drilling.  The information provided by PA DEP, regarding these two 
elements, was taken in 2011 and since that time, numerous wells have been 
drilled. 
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Also, Mr. Dufalla noted the legal settlement against Alpha Natural Resources 
in which several million dollars will be used treat water through reverse 
osmosis. 
Ms. Snider noted that information regarding the National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination Systems Permit (NPDES) for the Cumberland Mine Refuse Area 
Number 1 was also included in the meeting packets.          
  

VI. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 
 
Staff reports were mailed with the meeting packets.  Additional comments follow 
in the order they were presented.  At the request of Ms. Snider, all staff reports 
will include goals met regarding the Annual Plan of Operations (APO). 
 
Laurel Rush –  Ms. Rush noted that the Roman Numerals on her report 
correspond to GCCD’s APO.  To date, approximately 37 individuals have 
participated in manure management workshops and/or on an individual basis.  
Plans are to hold another workshop prior to the deadline of the PACD Mini 
Grant, May 15th, 2014.    Upcoming events include: 
 

 Project Grass Meeting and Field Day - May 8th, 2014 - Cambria County.  
The deadline to register is April 30th, 2014. 

 The Greene County Annual Envirothon – April 30th, 2014 – Ryerson 
Station State Park.  T-shirts sizes are needed.  Commissioner Trader 
requested that Assistant Chief Clerk, Charlotte Popielarcheck, be notified 
of this date. 

 The Economic Restructuring Committee (ERC’s) Downtown Dialogue 
Meeting – April 25th, 2014 – Waynesburg, PA.   Topics of discussion 
include the upcoming Farmers Market Season, the Buy Local/Buy 
Greene Program and the Sheep and Fiber Festival.       

 
Lindsay Kozlowski – Since the mailing of her written report, 8 additional 
Erosion and Sedimentation (E&S) Control plans and approximately $12,625 has 
been received for Chapter 102/105 review fees. 
 
Zack Basinger – Completed his first technical review for a waste area on S.R. 
88 in Dunkard Township.  Currently, he is working to complete an administrative 
review for a bare pipeline replacement project.  In March, Mr. Dickerson and he 
attended the annual 102/105 training. The organization of project files continues. 
 
Warren Dickerson – Several new E&S plans have been received; including the 
development of a McDonald’s Restaurant in the Morrisville area and the Greene 
County Memorial Hospital Foundation’s Land Development Project in Franklin 
Township. 
   
Jared Zinn – To date, approximately 44 individuals have committed to 
participate in the CATTFISH project.  GCCD’s Water Resources Committee will 
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meet later today to discuss the project.  An item that will be discussed further 
under New Business is the approval of a PACD Mini Grant to produce an 
educational brochure. 
Mr. Hopkins inquired about the DocuClass Digital Filing, mentioned in Mr. Zinn’s 
report, and its usefulness for municipalities.  Since numerous inquiries are 
received by municipalities regarding gas well locations, etc., he thought that 
perhaps this software would provide easier access to information regarding 
these sites.  Ms. Snider will contact Mr. Scott Kelly, Greene County’s Information 
Technology Director regarding this matter.      
  
Bill Wentzel – Inspections continue on various construction and timber 
harvesting sites.  A meeting was held with officials of Dollar General to address 
concerns at the store near Dry Tavern.  GCCD continues to work with 
contractors on the Morrisville Corridor and the Nikita Lodging projects. 
 
 
Commissioner Trader announced that Mr. Wentzel was appointed, by the 
Greene County Commissioners, to fill the remainder of the Public Director term 
of Mr. Edward Deter, who resigned.   Mr. Wentzel will also continue to serve, on 
a part-time basis, as the Environmental Program Associate with GCCD. 
 
Lisa Snider – Discussions have occurred with Dana Mining and Mepco 
regarding the Steel Shaft Project, a treatment facility that treats water entering 
Dunkard Creek.  Since the Total Dissolve Solids (TDS) entering Dunkard Creek 
have been higher than the allowable state limit, any action will need the approval 
of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
    
Funding is being sought (through grants, loans, etc.) to treat additional areas, 
which were previously identified in the Rivers Conservation Plan developed by 
the District several years ago.  Two of the areas are Two A and Two B, located 
in Taylortown, are thought to contribute a great deal of acid mine drainage in 
Dunkard Creek and may have contributed to the past fish kills that occurred 
during low flow periods. 
 
A letter of support from GCCD may be requested for the project.   Future 
meetings, regarding this matter, are also planned to include the IWL, Harry 
Enstrom Chapter.  
 
The Mon River Watershed Assessment is moving forward with all the 
components under review.  A draft copy of the assessment will be forwarded to 
GCCD Board members for review, prior to its completion; which is expected to 
be this summer.     

   

VII. Old Business 
a. Farmland Preservation 

1.  Charles A. Harry, 164 acres-Morgan Township - The GCFLP Board       
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presented this parcel of land at the State Agricultural Land Preservation 
(ALP) Board meeting on Dec, 12, 2013.  It was accepted into the 
easement program. The closing will be held on April 21st, 2014 at 
Attorney Greg Hook’s Office. 
 
Approximately 482 acres of property has been preserved in Greene 
County with this property being the fourth preserved to date. 
   

2.   James F. and Pearl Willis Trust Farm #1, 53 acres – Cumberland          
      Township – The high ranking farm in 2013 is pursuing approved avenues  
      to clear a surface coal issue on this title.   
 
3.  James F. Willis and Pearl Willis Living Trust Farm #3, 30 acres - Cumberland      

Township - The second ranking farm in the 2013 round.  Mr. Willis is 
pursuing the approved avenues to clear the surface coal issue on this 
parcel. 

 
4.  Richard A. Phillips 127 acres - Cumberland Township - The GCFLP board  

received a response letter at their March 19, 2014 meeting from Mr. 
Phillips within the 30 day time frame.  He wishes to pursue the easement 
just on the original 107 acres.  The GCFLP Board decided to pursue an 
easement on this parcel, even though Mr. Phillips’ ranking would change 
by modifying his application.  They did not want to waste time and money 
already invested in this potential easement.  Mr. Phillips was notified of 
this decision.  Attorney Greg Hook was requested to continue the title 
search on 107 acre parcel.      

 
b. Agricultural Security Area Program 

Franklin Township – Mr. Patterson stopped in our office asking about the 
status of the ASA creation.  Ms. Rush directed him to the Township 
Supervisors to see if they had received enough applications for the required 
acreage (Corbly Orndorff, Richard Patterson and Bruce Rohrer are the 
property owners who have submitted applications to date). 
 
Greene Township- the Supervisors are reviewing the status of the Wilber 
Colvin property being added to their ASA.     
 

c. Ruff Creek/Pumpkin Run/Whiteley Creek Stream Rehabilitation GG 
Grant  
Big Sky Land and Cattle LLC- The designs have been approved and the 
permitting is being prepared. 
 
The Scope of Work change, to add the County of Greene and associated 
budget adjustments; have been reviewed with the grant advisor and will be 
submitted as soon as possible. 
 



6 

 

d. USACE Monongahela River Watershed Assessment 
1.  The navigation and stormwater/sanitary sewer components of the  

   assessment will soon be available in a draft format.  USACE will submit     
   drafts to GCCD for revisions when available. 

2.  The final report from the Nature Conservancy (NC) has been submitted  

  for review.  USACE is extending their relationship with the NC. 

3.  USACE has provided us with guidance on documenting work in-kind.  We   

  have drafted a work in-kind submission based on these guidelines.  We   

  are awaiting data from Greene County Economic Development (GCED) to  

  finalize and submit this document. 

4.  USACE has completed a draft narrative detailing stormwater  

   management issues in Greene County.  This will be included in the  

   Stormwater/Sanitary Sewer Section of the plan once it is approved by   

   GCED. 

 

e. Greene County Water Monitoring Project 
1. Greene County Conservation District (GCCD) and Washington County    

 Conservation District (WCCD) submitted a grant application to the    
 Colcom Foundation with the WCWA.  This grant will be reviewed during  
 the next meeting of the Colcom Foundation Board of Directors on  
 Tuesday, May 6, 2014. 
 

2.  On March 4, 2014, a press release was issued requesting that  
     interested participants to submit a short questionnaire to GCCD.  This  
     questionnaire is hosted on our website.  This story appeared in the  
     Observer Reporter, the Herald Standard, the Greensaver, the Greene  
     County Gazette, and was announced on the radio station, WANB. 

 
3. Response to this project has been encouraging.  Forty people have 

responded with interest in participating in the project.  A meeting of the 
Water Resources Committee will be held following this meeting to 
select participants for inclusion in the project. 

      
f. Act 13 UGWF Funds – Special Project -Manure Storage Facility – 

Greene County Fairgrounds 
 

The nutrient management plan has been submitted for review.  Eric 
Robertson, PACD TAG Engineer, is working on the design.  Mr. 
Robertson is aware of our time restraints. 
 
 
GCCD staff was commended for the publication, printed by Direct Results, 
of the annual report.  Ms. Snider noted that their service will be enlisted for 
the publication of future newsletters as well.     
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VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Request for Assistance 
 

There were no Requests for Assistance to bring before the Board. 
 

b. County of Greene Fairgrounds – Act 38 Nutrient Management Plan 
 
The plan has been found to be administratively complete and is currently 
under technical review.  Following the technical review, it will be submitted 
for consideration, at the next GCCD meeting on May 20th, 2014.   
 

c. Southwest PA Project Grass Field Day – September 10, 2014 - 
Request for Vendors/Sponsors 
 
The Southwest PA Project Grass Chapter is seeking donations for this 
event, which was discussed at a meeting of the Agricultural Committee 
held on April 3rd, 2014.  It was noted that GCCD Director Emeritus, Bob 
Rice, was instrumental in the organization of the Project Grass Program. 
   
Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner 
Trader to donate $500 for the field day in honor of Bob Rice.  Jim 
Cowell seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 

d. Conservation District Watershed Specialist Grant Application 
 
The grant application, that will provide 80 percent of the salary, benefits 
and administrative costs (up to $33,000 per year) for the Watershed 
Specialist, for a two year period, was presented for consideration.  Mr. 
Zinn compiled a summary of the cost of the program that was included in 
with the meeting packets. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Cowell to approve the submission of the 
Watershed Specialist Grant Application.  Greg Hopkins seconded.  
(Motion Passed). 
 

e. Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts NPS Pollution 
Mini Grant Agreement 
 
GCCD Watershed Specialist, Jared Zinn, was awarded his first grant, a 
PACD Mini Grant in the amount of $2,000.  Mr. Zinn noted that the grant 
will be used to produce an educational brochure to encourage landowners 
to work with GCCD in the prevention of Non-Point Source Pollution.    
 
The brochure, to be printed by Direct Results, will be distributed in the 
Greensaver and at events, etc. 
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f. PA Abandoned Mine Reclamation Conference – June 26 & 27, 2014 – 

State College, PA 
 

On a motion by Commissioner Trader, approval was granted to allow 
Mr. Zinn to attend this conference with expenses for registration, 
lodging, meals, and possibly mileage (in the event a GCCD vehicle is 
unavailable).  Tom Headlee seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 

g. Unconventional Gas Well Funds (UGWF) – Impact Fees for 2014/2015 
 
The Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts (PACD) has 
drafted a proposed policy for the distribution of this fiscal year’s funding.  
Last fiscal year’s funding was distributed evenly with a 50%-50% split of 
the funds. This year’s proposal calls for the distribution of the SCC’s 
portion of UGWF impact fees as follows.   

 60% of the UGWF will be divided evenly between all 66 
Conservation Districts. 

 The remaining 40% would be distributed to County Conservation 
Districts that have unconventional gas well drilling occurring. 
 

PACD will be meeting, later today, April 15th, to adopt a proposal for the 
distribution of UGWF that will be taken to the Annual Conference for a 
vote. 
   
Conservation District (CD) Manager’s in the Southwest Region did not 
agree with PACD’s proposed distribution of these funds and met recently 
to discuss this matter. 
 
Following that meeting, representatives in the Southwest Region drafted a 
proposal to include the following. 

 40% of the funding is divided between all 66 Conservation Districts. 

 60% to CD’s that have unconventional gas well drilling occurring. 

 No cap on the funds distributed to each county.  Currently the 
policy allows a maximum of $200,000 to each CD. 

 Increase the base fee to allow $15,585 for the well fee distribution. 
   

At the PACD Southwest Regional Meeting Mr. Kenney and Ms. Snider 
attended on April 11th, 2014, the Board voted to accept this proposal as 
the Southwest Region’s position on the distribution of these funds. 
 
The GCCD Board was asked to consider adopting a proposal to include 
their stance on the distribution of these funds and to convey that message 
to our State Legislators and the Southwestern Planning Commission 
(SPC). 
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Following discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Trader 
to adopt the policy in accordance to that of the Southwest Region.  
Jim Cowell seconded.  (Motion Passed)  
 

h. Izaak Walton League (IWL) Funding Review 
 
At the GCCD meeting on February 15th, 2011, the Board approved a 
donation of $8,500 to the Izaak Walton League (IWL) Harry Enstrom 
Chapter to conduct a Water Monitoring Program.   

 
A memo, outlining the expenditures incurred by the IWL for the program, 
was included in the meeting packets for Board review.  Since the 
information provided by the IWL was in accordance with the program and 
met the requirements of GCCD, the Board agreed to accept this 
documentation. 
 
Ms. Snider will inform Greene County Solicitor, Cheryl Cowen, of this 
decision.   
 

i. West Nile Virus Program Technician 
 
Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Tom Headlee to 
approve the hiring of an individual to conduct the West Nile Virus 
monitoring this summer.  Greg Hopkins seconded.  (Motion Passed)   

 
IX. Conservation District Outreach 

 

GCCD’s 2013 Annual Report was published and distributed by Direct Results. 
 
With funding for education/outreach under the Ruff Creek/Pumpkin 
Run/Whiteley Creek Stream Rehabilitation Growing Greener Grant, Ms. Rush 
and Mr. Zinn will work to develop a poster to be distributed to municipalities that 
outlines the duties and responsibilities of GCCD. 
 
A display, highlighting Non-Point Source Pollution, may also be developed 
through this grant. 
 
Signage marking the boundaries of the Greene County Conservation District 
was also briefly discussed.    
   
Ms. Rush noted that the Farm Bureau’s (FB) Regional Fall Field Day will be held 
in September in Greene County, at the farm at Billie and Jim Cowell. GCCD will 
be assisting the FB in the organization of this event. 
 
Regarding the Annual Awards Luncheon, prices will be obtained to hold the 
event at the Lodge Restaurant at Rohanna’s. 
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X. Reports from Cooperating Agencies and Guests 

 
Ken Dufalla – He thanked the GCCD board for the acceptance of the financial 
documents provided by the IWL for the Water Monitoring Program.  He noted 
the growth of the program since it began in Greene County in 2011, with 5 
additional people scheduled to begin conducting sampling to cover most of the 
streams in Greene County. 
 
In West Virginia, he has or will be speaking, at several IWL meetings and 
training 5 individuals to conduct monitoring in that state. 
 
Kim Moninger – For the next several years, NRCS’s outreach program will 
focus on soil health.  Many educational materials regarding this subject are 
available upon request. 
 
Last week, Dennis Thorn began as a Soil Conservationist at the Fayette County 
Office. 
 
An Agronomic Spot Check occurred recently on conservation practices 
completed in Fayette and Greene Counties with all practices found to be 
satisfactory. 
 
Russ Gibbs – April and May is the peak season for forest fires with one 
request, to date, for the services of DCNR, Bureau of Forestry.  Approximately 
11,000 gallons of water was used to fight this fire on 10 acres in Fayette County 
at the Richhill Cemetery. 
 
Mr. Gibbs presented a revised list of Consulting Foresters in Fayette, Greene, 
and Washington Counties.          
 
Robbie Matesic – PA DEP, with the sponsorship of Greene County, is hosting a 
Natural Gas Utilization Conference on April 22nd, 2014.   
 
 
Ms. Snider noted that GCCD staff with be cleaning up roadside trash at our  
Adopt-a-Highway area on April 22nd and 23rd.  Additional help would be greatly 
appreciated.   

 
XI. Executive Session  - None 

 
XII. The Next Regular Meeting will be May 20, 2014 
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XIII. Adjournment 

 
With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Tom Headlee 
to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m.  Jim Cowell seconded.  (Motion 
Passed) 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES CERTIFICATION 

We, the undersigned, agree that the minutes taken above were approved in their entirety by the 

Greene County Conservation District on _________________, 2014. 

 

Chairman, Greene County Conservation District 

 

Secretary, Greene County Conservation District 

 


