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GREENE COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
MINUTES 

September 18, 2013 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Dave Shipman at 1:00 
p.m. in the Mezzanine Conference Room, 19 South Washington Street, 
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.     
Board members present were Dave Shipman, Vice Chairman; Rick 
Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Archie Trader, Greene County Commissioner; 
Jim Willis, Director; and Dick Belding, Director. 
Staff:  Laurel Rush, Ag Technician and Becky Salosky, Fiscal Officer  

  
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Jim Willis to approve the minutes of the 
August 21st, 2013 meeting.  Dick Belding seconded.  (Motion 
Passed) 

 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Treasurer Thistlethwaite read the Treasurer’s Report as follows: 
FLP Board Fundraising Account - $5,726.43 
 
Ck # 133 - $32.83 – Design & Copy Center – Fed Ex – Harry AOS 
 
Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $55,839.31 
 
A motion was made by Jim Willis to accept the treasurer’s report.  
Dick Belding seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Greene County Conservation District – Director Nominations 
 
The Greene County Commissioners are requesting nominations for 
two vacancies on the Greene County Conservation District Board.    
The terms of Tom Headlee, Public Director and Greg Hopkins, 
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Farmer Director will expire on December 31, 2013.   Both 
gentlemen have expressed an interest to continue to serve another 
four year term. 
 
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Jim Willis to 
nominate Tom Headlee, Public Director and Greg Hopkins, 
Farmer Director to each fulfill a four term with the GCCD.  Rick 
Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed). 
    

2. Thank you letter - Greene Co. 4-H scholarship & Rosemary 
Andrew 

 
Following the last GCFLP meeting on August 21, 2013, donations 
for the Greene County 4-H Scholarship were accepted on behalf of 
Robert “Bob” Andrew.  A thank you note was received from Greene 
County 4-H and Mrs. Rosemary Andrew. 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Agricultural Security Area (ASA) -  Franklin & Cumberland 
Townships 
Franklin Township – The Township continues to work to establish an 
ASA.     

 
Cumberland Township – The Township is in the process of accepting 
the additional 19 acres of Mr. Richard Phillips in to the ASA. 
 
Greene & Monongahela Twps. – An application was received from a 
landowner whose property is located in both Townships.  Greene 
Township has an approved ASA; however, Monongahela Township 
does not.  In accordance with ACT 43 PA Agricultural Security Area 
Law, the Township with the majority of acreage can accept the 
property in to their ASA.   Or, the Township without an ASA, can 
request in writing, that the Township with the approved ASA, accept 
the acreage.     

 
2. Harley & Janet Gapen, (112 ac) Greene Township – Approved 

This farm was approved for agricultural easement at the April 18, 
2013 state board meeting.   

1) High rank  & appraisal release letter (Completed)  
2) Title Search (Completed) 
3) Appraisal Report (Completed) 
4) Survey plot (Completed) 
5) Offer letter (Completed) 
6) Agreement of Sale (Completed) 
7) Closing – (Completed) 

 
Ms. Rush noted that the final Title Insurance document is still needed.  
Upon receipt, it will be forwarded to the PA Bureau of Farmland 
Preservation (PA FLP). 
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VII. NEW BUSINESS 
1. 2012 GCFLP Agricultural Easements 

a. Gapen – Completed. 
  

b. Charles Harry, (162.043 ac) Morgan Township – Update 
1) High rank  & appraisal release letter (Completed)  
2) Title Search (Completed) - Title commitment being 

drafted by Attorney Greg Hook. 
3) Appraisal Report (Completed)  
4) Survey plot (Completed)  
5) Offer letter (Completed)  
6) Agreement of Sale (Completed) - It was noted that the 

Agreement of Sale will include an equal ownership of 
Thelma Harry and Charles Harry. 
 
It is hoped that the Harry Easement will be brought 
before the PA FLP Board at their October meeting.   

 
7) Closing (TBD) 

  
2. 2013 GCFLP Agricultural Easements (Update) listed in 

ranking order  
a. Jim Willis (53 ac) Cumberland Township – (on-hold) 

Clear title still being pursued. 
 

Mr. Willis noted that a hearing, regarding the boundary 
dispute on this property, began on August 23, 2013.  At that 
time, the judge ordered both attorneys to prepare a brief 
within a 20 day period.  The attorney of the neighboring 
property owner requested an extension and it was granted 
by the judge. 
 
Ms. Rush requested that the Willis’ attorney provide a written 
update regarding this matter.    

 

b. Jim Willis (30 ac) Cumberland Township  
1) High rank & appraisal release letter (Completed)  

Following the last GCFLP meeting on August 21st, 2013, 
Mr. Willis provided the “good faith” payment, the 
appraisal release letter and a copy of his W-9.   

2) Title Search – A motion was made by Dick Belding to 
enlist the services of Attorney Greg Hook to perform 
the Title Search at an approximate cost of $2,000.  
Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed with 
One Abstention - Jim Willis)    

3) Appraisal Report – Pending. 
4) Survey plot – Pending. 
5) Offer letter – Pending. 
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6) Agreement of Sale – Pending.  
 

c. Richard Phillips (127.4 ac) Cumberland Twp.-  32.24 
d. Bill Milesky (275 ac) Center Twp. – 31.63 
e. Tom Willis (169 ac) Cumberland Twp.-  31.45 

 
VIII. OUTREACH  

1. Greene County Farm Bureau fall meeting (Oct 9th) 
Ms. Rush has been invited to this meeting where she will mainly 
discuss manure management.  She will briefly discuss other topics 
such as FLP.   

2. Greene County Business Expo (Oct 17th) 
3. Greene County Township Convention (Oct 17th) 

If available, the revised copy of the Agricultural Security Area (ASA) 
handbook will be distributed.  

4. Manure Management Workshop (October 2nd)  
  

IX. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 
 
At the last GCFLP meeting on August 21st, 2013, it was noted that PA 
DEP officials will be selecting a small watershed in the Southwest 
Region to make agricultural compliance visits.  Although it is unofficial, 
the watershed they select may be in Washington County.  

 
X. The next meeting will be October 16, 2013 at 1:00 P.M. in the 

Mezzanine Conference Room 
 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Dick 
Belding to adjourn the meeting at 1:30 p.m.  Rick Thistlethwaite 
seconded.  (Motion Passed). 

  


