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GREENE COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
MINUTES 

November 20, 2013 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Dave Shipman at 1:10 
p.m. in the Mezzanine Conference Room, 19 South Washington Street, 
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.     
Board members present were Dave Shipman, Vice Chairman; Rick 
Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Archie Trader, Greene County Commissioner; 
Jim Willis, Director; and Dick Belding, Director. 
Staff:  Lisa Snider, District Manager; Laurel Rush, Ag Technician and 
Becky Salosky, Fiscal Officer  
 
Chairman Bill Cree arrived at 1:15 p.m. 

  
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
There were no public comments. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Dick Belding to approve the minutes of the 
September 18, 2013 meeting.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion 
Passed) 

 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Treasurer Thistlethwaite read the Treasurer’s Report as follows: 
FLP Board Fundraising Account - $6,662.81 

Ck # 134 - $23.87 – Design & Copy Center – Fed Ex – Harry AOS 
Ck # 135 - $40.26 – Observer Reporter – meeting cancellation notice 
 

Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $55,839.31 

 
A motion was made by Jim Willis to accept the treasurer’s report.  
Dick Belding seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
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V. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
1. 2014 State Farmland Preservation Board Meeting Dates - Ms. Rush 

distributed a copy of the meeting dates. 
 

2. Mountain Mulch LLC vs. Farmland Preservation – This information 
was distributed as a point of information and was briefly discussed.  A 
Montgomery County mulch company is operating a business on a farm 
with an agricultural easement.  Since the mulch is not produced on the 
farm this is potentially a violation of the easement, the PA Bureau of 
Farmland Preservation is challenging the matter. 

 
3. KLH Engineers – Carmichaels Borough Water Treatment 

Improvements – A request to determine whether their project will 
have an effect on an Agricultural Security Areas (ASA)or agricultural 
easements was received.  Ms. Rush determined that the project will 
not impact any of these areas. A map of Cumberland Township’s ASA 
and eased farms was provided to the engineers for their reference.   

 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 
1. Agricultural Security Area (ASA) -  Franklin & Cumberland 

Townships 
Franklin Township – The Township continues to work to establish an 
ASA.     

 
Cumberland Township – The Township has accepted the additional 19 
acres of Mr. Richard Phillips in to the ASA.  To date, this addition has 
not been recorded at the Greene County Register and Recorders 
Office.   
 
Greene & Monongahela Twps. – An application was received from 
Wilber Colvin, whose property is located in both Townships.  Greene 
Township has an approved ASA; however, Monongahela Township 
does not.  In accordance with ACT 43 PA Agricultural Security Area 
Law, the Township with the majority of acreage can accept the 
property in to their ASA.   Or, the Township without an ASA, can 
request in writing, that the Township with the approved ASA, accept 
the acreage. In this case the application has been submitted to Greene 
Township for acceptance.      

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. 2012 GCFLP Agricultural Easements 

  
a. Charles Harry, (162.043 acres) Morgan Township 

1) High rank  & appraisal release letter (Completed)  
2) Title Search (Completed) - Title commitment received 

and uploaded on to PAFARMLAND.  This farm is 
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scheduled to be on the December agenda of the state 
FLP board meeting.  Notification regarding the placement 
of this property in to the FLP program will soon be mailed 
to the adjacent landowners. 

3) Appraisal Report (Completed)  
4) Survey plot (Completed)  
5) Offer letter (Completed)  
6) Agreement of Sale (Completed)   
7) Closing (To Be Determined) 

  
2. 2013 GCFLP Agricultural Easements (Update) listed in 

ranking order  
a. Jim Willis (53 acres) Cumberland Township – (on-hold) 

Clear title still being pursued. 
 

At the last GCFLP Board meeting on September 18th, 2013,  
The board requested that the Willis’ attorney provide a 
written update regarding this matter.   A letter, which has 
been filed, was received outlining the status of the property.  
The presiding judge granted additional time to the other 
Attorney, delaying a decision on the matter. 

 

b. Jim Willis (30 acres) Cumberland Township  
1) High rank & appraisal release letter (Completed)  
2) Title Search – Attorney Greg Hook is working on the title 

search.  Ms. Rush has requested its completion prior to 
the December GCFLP Board meeting.    

3) Appraisal Report  
4) Survey plot 
5) Offer letter 
6) Agreement of Sale   

 
3. GCFLP Program Considerations 

The following proposals were presented for discussion 
regarding the GCFLP by-laws. 
 

a. 52 Acre Subdivision – The addition of a 52 acre minimum 
subdivision requirement.  Ms. Rush has been reviewing the 
GCFLP by-laws, in comparison with other counties.  
Although the current GCFLP by-laws include a subdivision 
provision with a minimum of 50 acres, problems can arise in 
the conveyance of a farm.  In order to obtain a mortgage, 
many times a financial institution requires that the house be 
excluded from the acreage.   For example if a 50 acre parcel 
is preserved and then when it is conveyed the house is 
excluded, the total acreage is now 48 acres.  This property 
would not meet our minimum requirements under the 
GCFLP programs current by-laws. 
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b. Deed of Merger Requirement – The current GCFLP by-laws 
do not contain a Deed of Merger Requirement.  Many FLP 
programs require multiple parcels with individual legal 
descriptions to be combined into one legal description and 
recorded prior to or at the same time as the agricultural 
easement.  Mr. Belding wondered if these changes would 
make it more difficult for a landowner to enter in to the 
program.  Ms. Rush said that it may make it more difficult for 
smaller parcels.  Commissioner Trader noted that budget 
constraints may make it difficult for the GCFLP program to 
purchase large easements.  Further review and discussion 
of this matter is needed. 
 

4. Annual Inspections 
a. William Cree (108 acres) 
b. Jim Willis (100 acres) 
c. Harley Gapen (112 acres (2014 first inspection)) 

 
An annual inspection of the Cree and Willis farms is required at the 
end of this year or the beginning of 2014.  Since the Gapen farm 
was recently preserved, an inspection can be conducted later.  
Following a brief discussion, this matter was tabled until the 
December, 2013 meeting. 
 

5. EQT Donation – Thank Your Letter 
 
For the second consecutive year, EQT has donated $1,000 
for the administration of the GCFLP program.  On behalf of 
the GCFLP Board, Ms. Rush presented a thank you letter for 
Chairman Cree’s signature. 

 
6. 2014 GCFLP Meeting Dates 

 
Ms. Rush distributed a copy of the proposed 2014 meeting 
dates, the 3rd Wednesday of each month. 
 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to approve these 
meeting dates and the expenditure for the public notice.  
Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 

7. Appointment of the GCFLP Chair 
 
The appointment of the Chairman is required each year. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Willis to recommend the 
reappoint of William Cree as the Chairman of the GCFLP 
Board to the Greene County Commissioners.  Dave 
Shipman seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
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VIII. OUTREACH 
 

Ms. Rush attended the Greene County Business Expo on October 17th, 
2013 at the National Guard Readiness Center, Waynesburg, PA. 
 

IX. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 
 
Recently, Ms. Rush has assisted numerous landowners with Nutrient 
Management Plans.  Year-to-date, approximately 69 individuals have 
been assisted with various conservation programs. 
 

The next meeting is scheduled to be held on December 18, 2013 at 1:00 
p.m.  Traditionally, the December meeting has been a dinner meeting with a 
brief program to recap the accomplishments of the past year.  Following a 
brief discussion, the date of the December meeting was changed to 
December 9th, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. at Thistlethwaite’s Vineyard, Jefferson, PA. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Dave 
Shipman to adjourn the meeting at 2:00 p.m.  Jim Willis seconded.  
(Motion Passed) 


