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GREENE COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
MINUTES 

July 24, 2013 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Cree at 6:05 p.m. in the 
Mezzanine Conference Room, 19 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, 
Pennsylvania.     
Board members present were Bill Cree, Chairman; Dave Shipman, Vice 
Chairman; Rick Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Charles Day, Secretary; Corbly 
Orndorff, Director; and Jim Willis, Director. 
Staff:  Lisa Snider, District Manager and Laurel Rush, Ag Technician.  

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to approve the minutes of the June 
19, 2013 meeting.  Charles Day seconded.  (Motion Passed)  

 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Treasurer Thistlethwaite read the Treasurer’s Report as follows: 
FLP Board Fundraising Account - $10,659.72 
Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $206,165.99 
 
Ms. Rush noted that the FLP Board Fundraising Account included the following 
expenditure. 
   
Check #124 – Observer Reporter – Public Notice – Application Period - $44.78 
 
Also, a deposit of $4,150 from the PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation for the 
administration of the Gapen Easement. 
  
A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to accept the treasurer’s report.  
Charles Day seconded.  (Motion Passed). 
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V. CORRESPONDENCE 

1. The proposed regulations regarding the Clean and Green Program, 
discussed at previous GCFLP meetings, will be published in the PA 
Bulletin on August 3rd, 2013 with a 30 day comment period that will expire 
on September 30th, 2013.   The proposal can be found on their website at 
www.pabulletin.com.  GCFLP Board comments can be brought to the 
August 21st meeting, when this matter will most likely be discussed 
further. 
        

VI.  OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Agricultural Security Area (ASA) -  Franklin & Jefferson 
Townships  
Franklin Township – Ms. Rush met with the Franklin Township 
Supervisors to review the ASA creation process/timeline.  Mr. Orndorff, 
GCFLP Director, and Franklin Township Supervisor, noted that the 
township hopes to publish the creation of the ASA in the near future 
with possible action at their August meeting.    
 
Jefferson Township - The ASA was recorded at the Greene County 
Register and Recorders office, the final step in its creation.   
  

2. Harley & Janet Gapen, (112 ac) Greene Twp,  – Approved 
 

This farm was approved for agricultural easement at the April 18, 
2013 PA Farmland Preservation (PFLP) Board meeting.   

1) High rank  & appraisal release letter (Completed)  
2) Title Search (Completed) 
3) Appraisal Report (Completed) 
4) Survey plot (Completed) 
5) Offer letter (Completed) 
6) Agreement of Sale (Completed) 
7) Closing – The Easement checks have been received 

from the PFLP.  The closing is scheduled to be held on 
July 31st, 2013 at 1:30 p.m. at Attorney Greg Hook’s 
office.  Chairman Cree’s presence will be required at the 
closing. 

 
Ms. Rush noted that the Conservation Plan for the Gapen property has 
been completed, approved, and signed by the Greene County 
Conservation District.

http://www.pabulletin.com/
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VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. 2012 FLP Agricultural Easements 
a. James Willis, (53 ac) Cumberland Twp. – (On-hold) 

Clear title is still being pursued.  A hearing, regarding the 
boundary dispute on the property, is scheduled to be held on 
August 23rd, 2013 at 9:30 a.m. 
 

b.  Charles Harry, Morgan Twp. - Pending  
1) High rank  & appraisal release letter (Completed)  
2) Title Search (Completed) -  
3) Appraisal Report – General Appraiser, Scott York, York 

Realty, has provided a draft copy of the appraisal report.  
While the report contains clerical errors that will be 
corrected, the comparables and values are accurate.   
Ms. Rush distributed a portion of the report that includes 
the comparables and the easement value calculations 
that she reviewed as follows. 

  
The small parcel/residential mean adjusted value is 
$4,100/acre.  The large tract/farm sales mean adjusted 
value is $3,200/acre.  The difference between small 
parcel/residential mean adjusted value and large 
tract/farm sales mean adjusted value is the easement 
value.  The Harry easement value is $900/acre for a total 
of $145,477.20 for the proposed 162.043 acre 
agricultural easement.  ** Correction easement value is 
$145,838.70.** 

    
Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by 
Dave Shipman to accept the Appraisal Report 
provided that the figures are correct and that Mr. 
York makes the changes to meet the requirements of 
the PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation.  Jim Willis 
seconded.  (Motion Passed). 
  

4) Survey plot – Registered Surveyor, Miles Davin has 
completed the easement description to exclude the 3.44 
acres.  The description was forwarded to Attorney Greg 
Hook for review.  A phone inquiry by Ms. Rush to 
Attorney Hook’s Secretary found that Mr. Hook had no 
comments regarding the description.  Following a review 
by Ms. Rush, she noted that it appears that the survey 
plot includes the property which Mr. Harry proposes for 
easement and that this is reflected in the description. 

 
Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by 
Dave Shipman to accept the Survey Plot, completed 
by Mr. Davin, and approve the payment of $125 for 
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his service.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion 
Passed). 
     

5) Offer letter – Since the appraisal report and survey plot 
were accepted earlier in the meeting, discussion 
regarding the offer letter began.   Ms. Rush reviewed the 
current Treasurer’s Report which included the total 
amount of funding available ($206,165.99) for easement 
purchases.  Of the $206,165.99 available, $68,321.00 of 
those funds must be obligated by December 31st, 2013.   
 
As stated above, the Harry easement value would be 
$900/acre for a total of $145,477.20.  Ms. Rush noted 
that an additional $4,000-$5,000 will be needed for 
closing costs, etc. ** Correction easement value is 
$145,838.70** 
 
The balance on hand following this easement purchase 
and the 2014 allocation were briefly discussed.      
 
Following discussion, a motion was made by Corbly 
Orndorff to extend the Offer Letter to Mr. Charles 
Harry to include an offer of $900/acre, with the total 
acreage of 162.043 acres, for a total of $145,477.20 
(100% of the easement value) and an additional 
expenditure, not to exceed $5,000, for the 
administrative costs.   Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  
(Motion Passed).  ** Correction easement value is 
$145,838.70** 
 
Upon the receipt of the final Appraisal Report from York 
Realty and the review of Attorney Greg Hook, Ms. Rush 
will prepare the Offer Letter and acquire the signature of 
Chairman Bill Cree for submission to Mr. Charles Harry.  
According GCFLP By-Laws, Mr. Harry has a deadline of 
30 days to respond to the Offer Letter. 
 

2. ASA:  Cumberland Township 2013 
       

Richard Phillips has submitted an application to add 19.7 acres to the 
Cumberland Twp ASA.  The township has contacted Ms. Rush to let 
her know that they are working on adding this parcel.   

 
3. 2013 GCFLP Ranking (Listed in Ranking Order of LESA Scores) 
 

Also, at the June 19th, 2013 meeting of the GCFLP, the scheduling of 
farm visits prior to the ranking process was discussed.  Those visits 
were made on July 2nd and 3rd, to all the farms whose owners made 
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application to the program.   A GCFLP Board Member accompanied 
Ms. Rush on all visits, with the exception of the farm of Mr. Tom Willis.   
 
It was noted that all of the applications were rollover applications from 
2012 except the Jim Willis 30 ac parcel.  Ms. Rush presented each 
application, in the order of which they were ranked, for Board 
consideration. 
 
  Rank 1 - LESA Score 70.74 

1. Jim Willis (53 acres) Cumberland Twp.  
It was noted that clear title is still being pursued with, as 
noted above, a hearing scheduled for August 23rd to 
address one of the title issues.  
   
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to accept the 
53 acre parcel of Jim Willis as the number one 
ranking parcel, recognizing that the clear title is still 
being pursued.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  
(Motion Passed - Jim Willis abstained). 
 

   Rank 2 – LESA Score 64.45  
2. Jim Willis (30 acres) Cumberland Twp. 

As noted in the minutes of the June 19th, 2013 GCFLP 
meeting, this parcel is eligible for application even though 
it is less than the minimum 50 acres because it is 
contiguous to a larger (100 acres) preserved parcel. The 
majority of this parcel is cropland, with a small amount of 
road frontage, public water, and quality soils. 
 
A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to accept the 
30 acre parcel of Jim Willis as the second ranked 
parcel.  Dave Shipman seconded.  (Motion Passed – 
Jim Willis abstained). 
 

   Rank 3 -  LESA Score 32.24 
3. Richard Phillips (127.4 acres) Cumberland Twp. 

At the June 19th, 2013 GCFLP meeting, the board agreed 
to accept the additional 19.7 acres to the application.  By 
increasing the acreage offered for easement, additional 
road frontage and pastureland were added.  Also, since 
the total acreage offered for easement now exceeds 125 
acres, a threshold in the GCFLP ranking, a higher score 
resulted. 
 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to accept the 
127.4 acre parcel of Richard Phillips as the third 
ranked farm.  Jim Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed). 
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   Rank 4 – LESA Score 31.63 
 

4. Bill Milesky (275 acres) Center Twp. 
Approximately six acres of land, that is unlikely to return 
to agricultural production, has been disturbed for oil and 
gas production, resulting in a scoring reduction.  The lack 
of public water, and no plans for its development in the 
near future, also contributed to a reduction.   One 
advantage is that the parcel borders a farm preserved 
through the Pittsburgh History and Landmarks 
Foundation, owned by Mr. Richard Hunnell. 
 
A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to accept the 
275 acre parcel of Bill Milesky as the fourth ranked 
farm.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion 
Passed). 
 

   Rank 5 – LESA Score 31.45 
5. Tom Willis (169 acres) Cumberland Twp. 

There were no changes in the ranking of this parcel from 
last year.  
  
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to accept the 
169 acre parcel of Tom Willis as the fifth ranked farm.  
Jim Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed). 
 
 

After a brief discussion, Ms. Rush was instructed to mail a ranking 
notification letter to all of the applicants. 

 
 

A motion was made by Dave Shipman to accept the second ranked 
farm, that of Jim Willis (30 acres), for encumbrance this year.  
Charles Day seconded.  (Motion Passed). 

  
VIII. OUTREACH  

 
GCFLP Board Members were invited to join GCCD staff, to assist in 
the promotion of both programs, at the Greene County Fair, August 5-
10th, 2013, at their outdoor space.  

 
IX. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 

 
Ms. Rush noted that she participated in a Webinar, developed by PA 
Farm Link and a Cooperative Extension Agent from Wisconsin, 
regarding farm succession (passing on the farm to the next 
generation).  A workbook was developed which could be a valuable 
tool for FLP Program participants. 
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X. NEXT MEETING:   August 21, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the Mezzanine         

     Conference Room.   
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Dave 
Shipman to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 p.m.  Charles Day 
seconded.  (Motion Passed). 

 


