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GREENE COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
MINUTES 

December 9, 2013 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Cree at 6:15 p.m. at 
Thistlethwaite’s Vineyard, 148 Thistlethwaite Lane, Jefferson, Pennsylvania.   
Board members present were William Cree Chairman; Dave Shipman, Vice 
Chairman; Rick Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Archie Trader, Greene County 
Commissioner; Dick Belding, Director.    
Staff:  Laurel Rush, Ag Technician, Greene County Conservation District. 

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Chairman Cree read information regarding the number of preserved farms, 4,471 
farms comprising 478,246 acres in 57 counties across the state, engaged in the 
Farmland Preservation Program (FLP).   He also recognized the three properties 
preserved in Greene County; Bill and Lura Ann Cree of the Cree Dairy Farm in 
Cumberland Township in 2009; Jim and Doug Willis with the Jim and Pearl Willis 
Living Trust Farm, also in Cumberland Township, in 2012 and the Harley and 
Janet Gapen Farm in Greene Township in 2013. 
 
On Thursday, the PA Farmland Preservation Board will take action on the 
Charles and Thelma Harry farm in Morgan Township.  With the addition of the 
Harry Farm, Greene County will have 485 acres of farmland preserved for future 
generations. This is an investment of $410,382 coming from state and county 
sources.   
    
Chairman Cree acknowledged the support and dedication of many and thanked 
fellow Board members, the Greene County Commissioners, the Greene County 
Conservation District Board and staff, the staff at the PA Bureau of Farmland 
Preservation, and EQT Corporation (who has provided financial support for the 
administration of the program the last two years). 

  

 



 

 
III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to approve the Minutes of the 
November 20th, 2013 meeting.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion 
Passed) 

 
IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Treasurer Thistlethwaite read the Treasurer’s Report as follows:   
GCFLP Board Fundraising Account - $6,662.81 
Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $55,839.31 

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
There was no correspondence to bring before the Board. 

   
VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. ASA, Cumberland and Franklin Townships 
 
Cumberland Township – The Township has accepted the additional 19 acres of 
Mr. Richard Phillips in to the ASA.  To date, confirmation, of the recording of the 
easement at the Greene County Register and Recorders Office, has not been 
received. 
 

Franklin Township – The Township continues to work to establish an ASA. 
  
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

     
1. 2012 GCFLP Agricultural Easement  

  

 a. Charles Harry (162.043 acres) Morgan Twp.  
                    1. High Rank & Appraisal Release Letter – Completed. 

2. Title Search – Completed. 
3. Appraisal Report – Completed. 
4. Survey Plot – Completed. 
5. Offer Letter – Completed. 
6. Agreement of Sale – Completed. 
7. Closing – To Be Determined. 
 
The PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation is expected to take action on this 
Easement at their next meeting, on Thursday, December 12th, 2013. 
 
Ms. Rush noted that this property is titled with Mr. Charles Harry as the 
Fee Simple Owner and Mrs. Thelma Harry with a Life Estate.  For the 



 

disbursement of the Easement funds, Mr. and Mrs. Harry requested an 
equal distribution (50% to Mr. Charles Harry and 50% to Mrs. Thelma 
Harry).   Ms. Rush spoke to Doug Wolfgang, Director, PA Bureau of 
Farmland Preservation, and he did not have a problem honoring that 
request; however, he said that since the PA Department of Treasury issues 
the payment, they would make the decision.  And since Mr. Harry is the 
Fee Simple Owner, one check for 100% of the Easement purchase may be 
issued to him. 
 
Mr. Harry is aware of the situation, and if need be, he is willing to take the 
100% percent of the Easement value and disburse 50% to his Mother, Mrs. 
Thelma Harry. 
   

2. 2013 GCFLP Agricultural Easements (listed in ranking order) 
 
a. Jim Willis (53 acres) Cumberland Twp.  – Clear title is still being pursued.  
 
b. Jim Willis (30 acres) Cumberland Twp. 

1. High Rank & Appraisal Release Letter – Completed. 
2. Title Search (Attorney Greg Hook is Working on the Title Search) 
3. Appraisal Report 
4. Survey Plot 
5. Offer Letter 
6. Agreement of Sale 

 
3. GCFLP Program Considerations 

 
a. 52 Acre Subdivision 
b. Deed of Merger Requirement 

 
On a motion by Dick Belding, action on this matter was tabled until the 
January, 2014 meeting.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 

4. Annual Inspections 
 
a. William Cree (108 acres) 
b. Jim Willis (100 acres) 

 
These inspections will be scheduled in January. 

 
VIII. OUTREACH 

 
Plans are to hold an additional workshop for landowners who want to develop 
Manure Management Plans.  

  



 

 
IX. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 

 
As approved by the GCFLP Board at their last meeting on November 20th, 2013, 
a letter was sent to the Greene County Commissioners recommending the 
reappointment of William Cree as the Chairman of the GCFLP Board. 

 
X. NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  January 15th, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Mezzanine Conference Room.    
  

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Dave Shipman 
to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 p.m.   Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion 
Passed) 

                  
      


