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GREENE COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
MINUTES 

August 21, 2013 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Dave Shipman at 6:10 
p.m. in the Mezzanine Conference Room, 19 South Washington Street, 
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.     
Board members present were Dave Shipman, Vice Chairman; Rick 
Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Archie Trader, Greene County Commissioner; 
Jim Willis, Director; and Dick Belding, Director. 
Staff:  Lisa Snider, District Manager and Laurel Rush, Ag Technician.  

 
 Chairman Cree arrived at 6:23 p.m. 
  

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Dick Belding to approve the minutes of the 
July 24, 2013 meeting with the corrections as follows.  Jim Willis 
seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 
Under New Business, 2012 FLP Agricultural Easements and Offer Letter.  
The Harry Easement value was incorrectly stated to be $145,477.20.  The 
correct Harry Easement value is $145,838.70.   

 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Treasurer Thistlethwaite read the Treasurer’s Report as follows: 
FLP Board Fundraising Account - $4,862.97 
Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $55,839.31 
 
A motion was made by Jim Willis to accept the treasurer’s report.  
Dick Belding seconded.  (Motion Passed). 

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE 

1. At the last GCFLP meeting on July 24, 2013, it was noted that the 
proposed regulations regarding the Clean and Green Program, 
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would be published in the PA Bulletin on August 3rd, 2013 with a 30 
day comment period that will expire on September 30th, 2013.  
Those changes will affect properties under the Clean and Green 
Program, eliminating the tax breaks on the acreage where gas 
wells are located.  Ms. Rush distributed copies of the proposal, 
noting the section regarding oil, gas, and coal bed methane. 

 
Commissioner Trader noted that as soon as a gas well is drilled on 
a property in the program, that entire area will be immediately 
removed from the program.  Following restoration, the landowner 
can go before the Greene County Assessment Board and request 
that most of the area be placed back into the Clean and Green 
Program. 
 
Comments can be submitted to Ms. Rush on or before the next 
GCFLP meeting on September 18th, 2013.   
 
Gas well leases, the decrease of property values on land in which 
wells are located, and the ownership of the surface land with a 
different owner of the mineral rights were also discussed. 
     

VI.  OLD BUSINESS 
1. Agricultural Security Area (ASA) -  Franklin & Cumberland 

Townships  
Franklin Township – At the last GCFLP meeting on July 24, 2013, it 
was noted that Ms. Rush had met with the Franklin Township 
Supervisors to the review the ASA creation process/timeline.  Since 
that time, no additional information has been received.  
 
Cumberland Township – The Township is in the process of accepting 
the additional 19 acres of Mr. Richard Phillips in to the ASA.   
 

2. Harley & Janet Gapen, (112 ac) Greene Twp,  – Approved 
 

This farm was approved for agricultural easement at the April 18, 
2013 PA Farmland Preservation (PFLP) Board meeting.   

1) High rank  & appraisal release letter (Completed)  
2) Title Search (Completed) 
3) Appraisal Report (Completed) 
4) Survey plot (Completed) 
5) Offer letter (Completed) 
6) Agreement of Sale (Completed) 
7) Closing – The closing was held on July 31st, 2013 at 1:30 

p.m. at Attorney Greg Hook’s office.  An article and photo 
appeared in the August 6th, 2013 edition of the Observer 
Reporter.   

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

1. 2012 GCFLP Agricultural Easements (Update) 
a. Gapen – Closing costs (Action) 
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The estimated closing cost for the Gapen easement was 
$4,150 with an actual expenditure of $3,638.69, the 
difference of $511.31. 
 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to return the 
$511.31 to the PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation (PA 
FLP).  Jim Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 
It was noted that a copy of the Title Insurance Policy must be 
forwarded to the PA FLP. 
 

b. Charles Harry, (162.043 ac)  Morgan Twp. – Update 
1) High rank  & appraisal release letter (Completed)  
2) Title Search (Completed) Greg Hook invoice for title work 

completed prior to closing - $593.75 (Action) 
 
A motion was made by Dick Belding to approve the 
payment of $593.75 to Attorney Greg Hook for the 
title work he completed.   Dave Shipman seconded.  
(Motion Passed) 

 
3) Appraisal Report (Completed) Scott York made the 

corrections and delivered the final copies of the Harry 
Farm appraisal.    

4) Survey plot (Completed)  
5) Offer letter – Mr. Harry has received the offer letter.  

Since that time, Ms. Rush has communicated with him 
via the phone and e-mail.  Verbally, he has indicated that 
he wishes to move forward, tentatively scheduling August 
30, 2013, to sign the Agreement of Sale. 

 
The Harry Easement value is $900/acre for a total of 
$145,838.70.  The Easement costs will be shared by the 
state and county as follows. 
 
 State Portion - 89 percent - $129,927.70 
 Greene County Portion – 11 percent - $15,911.00 
 
The County’s portion will be paid utilizing funds from the 
2009, 2010, and 2011 allocations. 
 
Ms. Rush will contact the Greene County Commissioners 
Office to schedule this matter to go before the Board of 
Commissioners.   

6) Agreement of Sale – Since Mrs. Thelma Harry, Mother of 
Charles Harry, has a Life Estate on the property; Attorney 
Greg Hook indicated that her signature will also be 
required.  Ms. Rush noted that after all the necessary 
signatures are acquired, the agreement will be submitted 
to Cheryl Cowen, Greene County Solicitor for her review. 
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A motion was made by Dick Belding to allow Board 
Members, Bill Cree and Dave Shipman, to act on 
behalf of the GCFLP Board and sign the Agreement 
of Sale for the Charles Harry property after the 
agreement is signed by the Harrys’.   Rick 
Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 

2. 2013 GCFLP Agricultural Easements (Update) listed in ranking order 

  
In accordance with the last GCFLP meeting on July 24, 2013, ranking 
notification letters were mailed to all of the applicants.    

a. Jim Willis (53 ac) Cumberland Twp. – (on-hold) 
Clear title is still being pursued.  A letter indicating that this 
parcel ranked number one, recognizing that clear title is still 
being pursued.   A deadline was set for resolution of this 
matter.  
 
Mr. Willis noted that a hearing, regarding the boundary 
dispute on the property, is scheduled for Friday, August 23rd, 
2013.   Once a ruling is made, Mr. Willis was asked to 
submit a letter from his Attorney outlining the status of the 
title. 
 
Ms. Rush noted that a Quiet Title is still needed for this 
property; however, it cannot be pursued until the boundary 
dispute is resolved.  

 
b. Jim Willis (30 ac) Cumberland Twp.-   

1) High rank and appraisal release letter – Both were mailed 
to Mr. Willis as well as the other necessary paperwork 
required to pursue an agricultural easement.  

2) Title Search   
3) Appraisal Report  
4) Survey plot  
5) Offer letter   
6) Agreement of Sale  

c. Richard Phillips (127.4 ac) Cumberland Twp.-  32.24 
d. Bill Milesky (275 ac) Center Twp. – 31.63 
e. Tom Willis (169 ac) Cumberland Twp.-  31.45 

 
VIII. Outreach (Discussion)  

a. Greene County Fair (August 4-10) 
Mr. Shipman attended the fair one night and spoke to a few farmers 
regarding FLP.  One or two expressed an interest in the program.  
Ms. Rush noted that she also talked to a number of farmers 
regarding ASA’s and FLP.  Chairman Cree distributed program 
materials at the Farm Bureau Ice Cream Booth.   
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The Greene County Conservation District will be attending the 
Greene County Business Expo on October 17th, 2013 at the PA 
National Guard Readiness Center at EverGreene Technology Park. 

 
 
IX. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 
 

Ms. Snider noted that PA DEP officials recently visited GCCD and 
discussed their plans for agricultural compliance.  PA DEP will select a 
small watershed area in the Southwest Region to make agricultural 
compliance visits.  To prepare farmers for these visits, should Greene 
County be selected for an inspection, GCCD plans extensive outreach. 
 
Ms. Rush announced that she has scheduled a Nutrient Management 
Workshop for October 2nd, 2013, possibly at the GCCD office, should 
the space allow. 
 
When the GCFLP checking account was opened at First Federal of 
Greene County, the back of the signature card was inadvertently 
unsigned.  The account requires two signatures of the following 
authorized individuals:  GCFLP Chair, Bill Cree, GCFLP Treasurer, 
Rick Thistlethwaite, Greene County Controller, Dave Balint; and 
Greene County First Deputy Controller, Carol Gooden.  The signatures 
have since been obtained and now the only paperwork needed, which 
Ms. Rush presented to Chairman Cree for his signature, is a letter from 
GCFLP indicating that the above mentioned individuals are the 
designated to sign checks. 
 
Ms. Snider noted the recent passing of Robert “Bob” Andrew, former  
Greene County Commissioner and retired Agricultural Manager of the 
GCCD; one of the first administers of the GCFLP program. 
 
Donations for the Greene County 4-H Scholarship Fund are being 
accepted on behalf of the GCCD and the GCFLP.  Ms. Rush noted that 
Mr. Andrew was a driving force behind the organization of the GCFLP. 
Anyone wishing to make a donation may see Ms. Snider following the 
meeting.    
    

X. NEXT MEETING:   September 18, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Mezzanine Conference Room. 

 
The time change from 6:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. was noted and will be 
advertised in the newspaper.   

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Dave 
Shipman to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 p.m.  Jim Willis seconded.  
(Motion Passed). 

 


