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GREENE COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
MINUTES 

October 24, 2012 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Dave Shipman at 6:10 p.m. in the 
Mezzanine Conference Room, 19 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.  
Those present were Dave Shipman, Vice Chairman; Rick Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Archie 
Trader, Greene County Commissioner; Jim Willis, Director; Charles Day, Director; and Laurel 
Rush, Ag Technician, Greene County Conservation District.  
 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no Public Comments. 
 
III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A motion was made by Rick Thistlethwaite to approve the Minutes of the September 19, 
2012 meeting.  Jim Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
I. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Treasurer Thistlethwaite presented the Treasurer’s Report as follows:   
General GCCD FLP Account - $0.00 
FLP Board Fundraising Account - $8,492.86 
Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $229,915.99 
 
A motion was made by Charlie Day to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  Jim 
Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
Ms. Rush distributed the tentative 2013 meeting schedule of the PA Bureau of Farmland 
Preservation Board.  
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V. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. James F. Willis and Pearl Willis Living Trust Easement 101 ac. (Parcel #2) 
Shortly after the GCFLP meeting on September 19, 2012, the easement checks were 
received from the PA Department of Treasury to complete the closing.  Since Greene 
County will own a portion of this easement, Ms. Rush has been working with Lisa 
Snider, GCCD District Manager and Justin Kubicar, Fiscal Officer/Operations Manager, 
County Development Office, to draft a memorandum to the Greene County Controller’s 
Office so Greene County’s check can be prepared.  Upon receipt of the check from 
Greene County, and the availability of Attorney Hook and Mr. Willis, a closing date can 
be scheduled. 
 
Commissioner Trader noted that the Greene County Commissioners have two public 
meetings in November, the 14th and 15th, at which time, the check could be presented.  
It was noted that the closing will most likely be held prior to those dates, with a 
presentation at the Greene County Commissioner’s meeting to follow at a Greene 
County Commissioners public meeting. 
 
 Since it will be necessary for the GCFLP to make payments to complete the 
closing (attorney’s fees, recording fees, refund of the appraisal fee, etc.), a 
motion was made by Rick Thistlethwaite to approve payment of all the closing 
related expenses for the James F. Willis and Pearl Willis Living Trust Easement.  
Charlie Day seconded.  (Motion Passed).         
 

2. ASA, Cumberland, Franklin, Jefferson, and Greene Townships 
Franklin Township – May not have the 250 acres needed to create an ASA. 
 
Jefferson Township – Ms. Rush had a meeting with the Supervisors on September 27th, 
2012 and discussed the ASA creation process with them.  At that time, they did not 
have the 250 acres needed to create an ASA; however, several outstanding 
applications may help them meet that goal. 
 
Mr. Day asked if information regarding agricultural easements is discussed periodically 
with township supervisors.  Ms. Rush noted that she attends the Greene County 
Association of Township Officials meeting approximately every 3 years to discuss this 
topic.  Also, she contacts townships with approved ASA’s, prior to the 7 year review 
period to offer her assistance.   
 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
1.   2012 FLP Agricultural Easement 

James Willis, Cumberland Twp – No change from the August 14, 2012 GCFLP meeting.  
A clear title cannot be provided yet.  Mr. Willis is continuing to pursue these issues.  
This easement application is pending.  
  
Charles Harry, Morgan Twp – Attorney Hook is completing the title search.  November 
2, 2012 is the deadline for an initial findings notification.  This initial findings notification 
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will allow the board to determine if this easement meets the criteria to proceed with a 
possible encumbrance or move to the next ranked farm.  
   
Harley & Janet Gapen, Greene Twp – Attorney Hook is completing the title search.  
November 2, 2012 is the deadline for an initial findings notification. 
 

2. County Program Evaluation 
 
Ms. Rush distributed a revised copy of the by-laws that includes the updates and 
changes approved at the last GCFLP meeting held on September 19th, 2012.  The 
following additions were brought before the board for consideration.   

 Non Profit Participation (Act 46) 

 Donations (Act 46) 
 

Following discussion, a motion was made by Charles Day to approve the addition 
of these two items to the GCFLP by-laws using the sample language that was 
provided by the PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation. Jim Willis seconded.  
(Motion Passed) 
 
Ms. Rush was directed to forward these revisions to Doug Wolfgang, Executive 
Director, PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation, for review prior to submission to the FLP 
State Board. 
    

VII. OUTREACH 
 
Ms. Rush noted that the recent Field Day on, October 20th, 2012 at the Jim Willis Farm in 
Cumberland Township, was very successful, with approximately 35 people in attendance.  She 
thanked Mr. Willis for hosting the event.   
 
VIII. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 
 
Mr. Day inquired about the amount of funding that must be encumbered by the end of 2012.   
Ms. Rush referred to the Treasurer’s Report, noting that $31,329.99; must be used.  Laurel 
added that since both the Harry and Gapen properties are next in line for easements, there 
should be no problem encumbering these funds. 

 
Mr. Day also thanked Commissioner Trader for his attendance of the GCFLP meetings.           

 
IX. NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  November 21, 2012 at 1 pm  

 
If an additional meeting is needed, board members will be notified in a timely manner.     

  
X. ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Jim Willis to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:45 p.m.   Charlie Day seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

                  
      


