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GREENE COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
MINUTES 

MARCH 28, 2012 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Dave Shipman at 1:33 p.m. in the 
Mezzanine Conference Room, 19 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.  
Those present were Dave Shipman, Vice Chairman; Rick Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Carl 
Biddle, Director; Corbly Orndorff, Director; Jim Willis, Director; Lisa Snider, District Manager, 
Greene County Conservation District; Laurel Rush, Ag Technician, Greene County 
Conservation District; and Becky Salosky, Fiscal Officer, Greene County Conservation 
District.   
 
Chairman Bill Cree arrived at 1:40 p.m. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
  
There were no Public Comments. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Jim Willis to approve the Minutes of the January 25, 2012 
meeting.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Treasurer Thistlethwaite presented the Treasurer’s Report as follows:   
General GCCD FLP Account - $3,238.63 
FLP Board Fundraising Account - $88.60 
Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $229,915.99 
 
A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
presented.  Jim Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 

V. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Information regarding all three of the following matters was included with the mailing of the 
meeting packets for review prior to the meeting. 
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1. Cigarette Tax Revenue and the FLP 2012/13 Budget– Governor Corbett’s budget proposal 
calls for the transfer of the cigarette tax revenue to the PA general fund, thus eliminating the 
only significant source of dedicated funding for farmland preservation. The Pennsylvania 
Farmland Preservation Association (PFPA) drafted a letter that can be used to ask 
legislators to oppose the redirecting of the tax. 

 
 

Chairman Cree arrived and conducted the meeting. 
 
 

2. House Bill 1864 Amendment to Tax Reform Code– Ms. Rush noted that this legislation 
exempts state inheritance tax on the transfer of agricultural conservation easements to 
descendants. 
 

3. Senate Bill 1437 Proposed Amendments to Agriculture Security Area (ASA) Law – An e-mail 
from Doug Wolfgang, Director of PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation, highlighting the more 
significant changes was briefly discussed. (See bulletin points as quoted in email below)  If 
so desired, Board comments can be written and be sent to our legislators.   

 

 

 Revise LESA applicant ranking to place greater emphasis on clustering potential 

 Permit alternative energy systems if majority of energy is used on the farm 

 Require townships to file description of ASA with county boards and for county boards to be repository 

of ASA records 

 Require inspections of preserved farms to occur every other year 

 Allow for reasonable fees to be imposed by counties for landowner application process 

 Allow appurtenant facilities for removal of gas only if necessary for removal of gas from the subject farm  

 Limit acreage that may be used for appurtenant facilities related to removal of gas and other minerals 

 Allow landowner (or county) to relinquish right to the additional residential structure 

 Amend funding formula to place greater emphasis on ag production and account for nonprofit 

contributions  

 Allow counties to use a portion of annual allocation for enforcement 

 Require counties to set forth conditions in which something less than the entire preserved farm may be 

conveyed (deed of merger) 

 Allow contiguous land to be added to a deed of easement 

 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 
James F. Willis and Pearl Willis Living Trust Easement 101 acres (farm #2) (Update) 

 
The complete encumbering package has been submitted with the exception of the updated 
Conservation Plan, to the PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation(PABFP) to encumber this 
parcel.  Currently, the Conservation Plan is under review by Suzy Petery of the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Its completion should not cause a delay, since it 
is not needed until the time of the closing. 
    
The initial review of the package by the PABFP, found a few minor deficiencies.  A witness 
signature was missing from the Agreement of Sale and two additions were needed in the 
Appraisal.  Soil maps are needed for the farm acreage comparables and in the report the 
parcels were referred to as small and large parcels; rather than farm parcels.  The 
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Appraiser, Mr. Scott York of York Realty, has made the requested edits and the soils maps 
have been submitted.   
   
It is hoped that this matter will be on the April meeting agenda of the PA Bureau of Farmland 
Preservation Board.  If action is not taken at the April meeting, it will be considered at their 
June meeting. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Cigarette Tax Funding – See discussion above under Correspondence.   

A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to send a letter, as drafted by the PFPA, 
opposing the transfer of this funding to Senator Solobay and Representative 
DeWeese.   Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
2. Approval of Opening 2012 FLP Application Period – No discussion. The motion was 

made per the Greene County Farmland Preservation Program By Laws.   
 A motion was made by Dave Shipman to open the application period from April 
15 to June 15, 2012 and to cover the associated costs (ie. Public Notices) as 
outlined in the By Laws.   Jim Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
3. Pennsylvania Farmland Preservation Association (PFPA) 2012 Dues – The annual cost 

of a voting member is $50 and $25 for a non-voting member.   In light of the proposed 
funding cuts, the Board felt that it was important to become a voting member for 2012. 
A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to pay the $50 PFPA membership fee with 
voting privileges and designate Lisa Snider as the Voting Member and Laurel 
Rush as the Delegate.  Jim Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
4.  2012 State Easement Funding– Greene County’s FLP allocation from the PA Bureau of 

Farmland Preservation for 2012’s program is $174,345; a significant increase from 
previous years.  The large increase is mostly due to an increase of the real estate 
transfer tax.  In 2010, Greene County’s collected transfer tax was approximately 
$650,000 and in 2011 it was $2.5 million as explained to Ms. Rush by Jason Dunsavage, 
Financial Officer for the PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation.    
 
Half of the state program funding formula takes into account indicators such as the PA 
Cigarette Tax, a County’s real estate transfer tax, and agricultural production values.  
The state then looks at the county’s allocation as a percentage of all the county 
contributions for distribution of the other 50%.   
 
It is anticipated that $31,329.99 remaining from the 2011 allocation will be directed to a 
new easement before December 30, 2012.   
 

 
VIII. OUTREACH 

 
Discussed at the last meeting, on March 25th, was the need to increase program outreach.  
Ms. Rush has been working with Liz Menhart, Communications Director for Greene County, to 
draft a news release to announce the application period. 

 
Postcards will be mailed regarding Agricultural Security Areas (ASA’s) to participants in the 
Clean and Green Program.  This information is intended to reach those who are not currently 
on the Conservation District mailing list 
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Also, Ms. Rush plans to make visits to three County Granges to discuss ASA’s, Farmland 
Preservation, etc.  She will be attending tonight’s Cooperative Extension Service/Farm Bureau 
Banquet to discuss these programs as well as the upcoming workshop regarding the changes 
in the agricultural law. 

 
Ms. Snider added that she will be meeting with all of the municipalities and she will also 
discuss these programs. 

 
IX. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 

 
Ms. Rush noted that the following three applications were received for Agricultural Security 
Areas (ASA’s). 
 

  Richard Phillips - Cumberland Township 
Tom Willis – Cumberland Township 
Harley Gapen – Greene Township  
  

It is her understanding that Cumberland Township has begun the process to add those two 
farms. 
No update was available on the Greene Township parcel.   

 
X. NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

 
The next regular meeting will tentatively be on April 18th, 2012 at 1:00 p.m.  If the Willis 
Easement appears on the April 19, 2012 agenda of the PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation, it 
may be changed to follow that meeting. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Jim Willis to adjourn the 
meeting at 2:10 p.m.   Dave Shipman seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
       


