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MINUTES 

July 18, 2012 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bill Cree at 10:20 a.m. in the Mezzanine 
Conference Room, 19 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.  Those present 
were Bill Cree, Chairman; Dave Shipman, Vice Chairman; Rick Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; 
Corbly Orndorff, Director; Lisa Snider, District Manager, Greene County Conservation District; 
and Laurel Rush, Ag Technician, Greene County Conservation District.   
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

  
There were no Public Comments. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to approve the Minutes of the June 20, 2012 
meeting.  Dave Shipman seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Treasurer Thistlethwaite presented the Treasurer’s Report as follows:   
General GCCD FLP Account - $3,172.89 
FLP Board Fundraising Account - $323.66 
Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $229,915.99 
 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  
Corbly Orndorff seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
There was no correspondence to bring before the board. 
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VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. James F. Willis and Pearl Willis Living Trust Easement 101 ac. (Parcel #2) 
(Update) 

Ms. Rush noted that we continue to wait for the PA Department of Treasury to issue the 
checks, and then the closing to complete the easement can be scheduled. 
 

2. ASA, Cumberland, Franklin and Greene Townships (Update) 
At the March 28, 2012 meeting, it was discussed that in order to gain more interest in the 
Greene County Farmland Preservation Program (GCFLP) a push for new sign-ups for the 
Agriculture Security Area (ASA) program is needed. 
 
Cumberland Township – The Township has approved the ASA’s of Richard Phillips and the 
Tom Willis parcel located in Cumberland Township.  Mr. Phillips has recorded his ASA at the 
Greene County Register and Recorder’s office. 
 
Franklin Township – No action has been taken on the single application they received.  Ms. 
Rush noted that she received a request from Mr. Bruce Rohrer to complete the soils inventory 
for his parcels to finalize the ASA application prior to submission.  The acreage of these two 
parcels falls short of the 250 acres required for an ASA; however, others have expressed an 
interest, and may apply. 
 
Greene Township – The Township will be meeting with their Solicitor today to discuss the 
addition of the Harley Gapen property to the GreeneTwp. ASA.  The Township will be holding 
the required public hearing on August 6, 2012. 
    

3. Letters to Legislators concerning the Cigarette Tax Funding (Update) 
As noted during the March 28, 2012 meeting, the Cigarette Tax Revenue for the FLP 2012/13 
Budget was in jeopardy due to Governor Corbett’s proposal that calls for the transfer of the 
cigarette tax revenue to the general fund, thus eliminating the only significant source of 
dedicated funding for farmland preservation. The Pennsylvania Farmland Preservation 
Association (PFPA) drafted a letter that could be used to ask legislators to oppose the transfer 
of the tax.  These drafted letters were approved by the GCFLP Board for transmittal at the 
March 28th meeting.  Chairman Cree signed the letters that evening to State Senator Timothy 
Solobay and State Representative H. William DeWeese. 
 
As a result of this letter writing campaign and other grassroots movements correspondence 
was received from Doug Wolfgang, Executive Director of the Bureau of Farmland 
Preservation, indicating that Governor Corbett signed the budget and the farmland 
preservation’s dedicated funding of $20.5 million dollars from cigarette taxes remains secure 
for the 2012-2013 budget year. 
 
It was noted that the funding for the administration of the program through the Conservation 
District Fund Allocation Program (CDFAP) was lost.  These funds assisted with the 
administrative program costs.   
 

4. County Program Evaluation (Update) 
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 As discussed at the June 20, 2012 meeting the GCFLP program has been active for seven 
years.  Doug Wolfgang, Executive Director of the Bureau of Farmland Preservation, has 
supplied the Board and staff with the required program recertification documents.   These 
documents will be used to evaluate the most recent version of the GCFLP program by-laws. 
The review of the GCFLP By-Laws ensures that the state program requirements are met.  An 
ad-hoc committee to review the potential changes was formed.  This committee will be 
responsible to recommend changes to the board for consideration and approval.  

  
The program evaluation should be completed by the September GCFLP meeting so that it can 
be forwarded to the PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation (PA BFP) for final review and 
certification before the December 31, 2012 deadline.  

   
The committee consists of Chairman Cree, Rick Thistlethwaite and Dave Shipman with Jim 
Willis as an alternate. 

 
It was noted that the staff had been busy completing the rankings and Ms. Rush did not have 
enough time to review the by-laws.   Ms. Rush did comment that a revision will be needed to 
include the required Equine language.  Mr. Shipman reviewed the by-laws and said he found 
no major problems.   
  
VII.  NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Farmland Preservation Areas of Importance Map 

At the September 15, 2010 GCFLP meeting, the GCFLP Board approved staff to formulate a 
Greene County Farmland Preservation Areas of Importance Map to be used in the ranking 
process of Farmland Preservation Applications according to a county planning map as outlined 
in the GCFLP By-Laws.  This map has been developed using the Land Development Potential 
Map from the 2008 Greene County Comprehensive Plan, the corresponding USDA’s Soil 
Classification Map along with current available sewerage and water lines service areas. 
 
Since the September meeting, the maps have been updated and consolidated into one map by 
David Craft, Greene County’s GIS Coordinator.   

 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to accept the Areas of Importance Map for use in 
the ranking process as presented.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
   

2. Acceptance of 2012 FLP Applications Ranking 
 After completing site evaluations at each farm and completing the ranking sheet per the 
GCFLP program requirements, Ms. Rush presented the application rankings and scores as 
follows: 
 
 James Willis, Cumberland Twp. (Parcel #1) 70.74 
 Charles Harry, Morgan Twp.         50.11 
 Harley Gapen, Greene Twp.         36.78 
 William Milesky, Center Twp.      35.21 
 Tom Willis, Cumberland Twp.      31.45      
 Richard Phillips, Cumberland Twp.  30.67 
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A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to accept these applications as ranked.  Dave 
Shipman seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 

 
3. Authorization of Notification to High Ranking Applicant 

Action was requested to move forward in the encumbering process with the high ranking farm, 
sending the notification letter, appraisal fee request and release. 

 
At the GCFLP Board meeting held on October 5, 2010, the Board accepted the application of 
James Willis for the above parcel (53.7 acres).  At that time, it also ranked first and the process 
began to encumber the parcel.  When Attorney Greg Hook began the Title Search, he found 
an issue with the ownership of the coal rights and work on the easement ceased until the 
matter can be corrected.     

  
To the GCFLP Board of Directors knowledge, this matter has not been corrected and therefore 
an easement cannot be completed on this parcel.  Ms. Rush contacted the Bureau of 
Farmland Preservation regarding this matter and was advised to notify Mr. Willis of his ranking 
and request that he provide proof of a clear title.  If clear title cannot be provided, it will be 
requested that he update the GCFLP Board in writing as to the status of this parcel.  This 
notification will allow the GCFLP Board to move forward with the next highest ranked parcel 
since clear title is a requirement of the program.   

 
After lengthy discussion, the Board agreed that a letter be sent to all applicants, notifying them 
of their ranking status.  They also agreed that the letters to the top three ranking applicants will 
include the requirement that they make a $2,000 “good faith” payment, appraisal fee request 
and release and set a deadline of 10 working days for notification of their decision. 
    
The motion was made by Dave Shipman.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion 
Passed) 

      
4. Appraiser for 2012 - Scott York 

(No Discussion) 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to accept Scott York of York Realty as the 
appraiser.  Corbly Orndorff seconded.  (Motion Passed)  

 
5. Attorney for Easement Purchase for 2012, including title search, title commitment 

and review of all documents prior to submittal to the state – Greg Hook 
Because of the time requirements of the GCFLP program and the increase in the amount of 
work the GCFLP program will need to complete easements on 2 farms, it was discussed to 
solicit bids from three local attorneys to make sure we can meet our year end encumbering 
deadline.     

 
A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to request proposals for the completion of the 
paperwork (title search, closing, etc.) for the 2012 FLP application from the Law 
Practices of Chambers and Pratt, Hook and Hook, and King and Grimes.  Dave Shipman 
seconded. (Motion Passed)   
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6. FLP Board Fundraising Account – acceptance of funds from the Greene County 
Conservation District (GCCD ($3,172.89) 

At the GCFLP meeting held on June 20th, 2012, the Board voted to request that GCCD transfer 
the remainder of the $5,000 ($3,172.89) loaned to GCFLP.  This would help track these funds 
for repayment. 

 
The GCCD Board approved the request at their meeting held on July 17th, 2012 and the 
$3,172.89 can be transferred to the GCFLP account. 

 
A motion was made by Rick Thistlethwaite to formally accept these funds.  Dave 
Shipman seconded, motion passed. 

     
VIII. OUTREACH  

 
1. Greene County Fair Display 

As in the past, GCCD will have a display at the fair and it will include information regarding 
ASA’s and FLP.  At the GCCD meeting held on July 17th, 2012, the GCCD Board of Directors 
approved the rental of a tent so the display could be moved outside closer to the livestock 
barns where the agricultural producers are located.   
 
IX. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 

 
X. NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

 
Due to a schedule conflict with several of the GCFLP Directors, the next regular 
meeting was changed and will be held on Tuesday, August 14th, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.   
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to 
adjourn the meeting at 11:00 a.m.   Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion 
Passed) 

 
     , 

 
 
 

                   
      


