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GREENE COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION 
MINUTES 

JANUARY 25, 2012 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Dave Shipman at 11:20 a.m. in the 
Mezzanine Conference Room, 19 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.  
Those present were Dave Shipman, Vice Chairman; Rick Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Archie 
Trader, Greene County Commissioner; Corbly Orndorff, Director; Jim Willis, Director; Lisa 
Snider, District Manager, Greene County Conservation District; Laurel Rush, Ag Technician, 
Greene County Conservation District; and Becky Salosky, Fiscal Officer, Greene County 
Conservation District.   
 
Chairman Bill Cree arrived at 11:30 a.m. 
 

II. REORGANIZATION OF OFFICERS 
 

Bill Cree, Jr. was appointed by the Greene County Commissioners to serve as the Chairman of 
the Greene County Farmland Preservation (FLP) Board in 2012. 
 
A motion was made by Corbly Orndorff to retain the same slate of officers as those who 
served in 2011.  Jim Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed). 
 

2012 Greene County FLP Board 
 

Chairman – Bill Cree, III (Appointed) 
  Vice Chairman – Dave Shipman 
  Treasurer – Rick Thistlethwaite 
  Secretary – Charles Day 
 
III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

  
There were no Public Comments. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Jim Willis to approve the Minutes of the December 13th, 2011 
meeting.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
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V. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Treasurer Thistlethwaite presented the Treasurer’s Report as follows:   
General GCCD FLP Account - $3,337.80 
FLP Board Fundraising Account - $838.12 
Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $47,240.99 
     ($64,961.01 encumbered) 
 
A motion was made by Jim Willis to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
Corbly Orndorff seconded.  (Motion Passed) 
 

VI. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
a. Ms. Rush distributed a draft copy of the Farmland Preservation Records Retention Schedule 

(attached) for review.   She noted that she participated in a Webinar sponsored by the PA 
Farmland Preservation Association regarding this matter.  Since many of the FLP records 
must be kept in perpetuity, it has been determined that a program specific policy is needed.  
A final form of the policy will most likely be published later this year. 
 

b. Information was received from Doug Wolfgang, Executive Director, of the PA Bureau of 
Farmland Preservation, regarding county program fees.  The Office of General Counsel 
recently reviewed this matter to determine if the fee charges comply with Act 43, the 
Agriculture Security Law.  Although an official decision has not been made, in most cases, 
they feel that the Agriculture Security Law allows Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Programs to charge reasonable fees.   If they should decide otherwise, revisions to the by-
laws may be necessary.  This matter will probably be discussed at the next meeting of the 
PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation Board of Directors, on February 16th, 2012. 

 
c. An additional item that did not appear on the agenda was an e-mail from Robbie Matesic 

regarding the James F. and Pearl Willis Living Trust Easement 53 acres (farm #1).  Ms. 
Snider distributed and reviewed a copy of the e-mail. 

 
As outlined in the email, Ms. Matesic wanted to inform the FLP Board that in December, 
2011, Mr. Willis took three actions in Greene County Court of Common Pleas regarding this 
same parcel.   One of the actions was filed against the county’s Planning Commission 
(GCPC).  The action was taken to request the court to reverse the GCPC’s subdivision 
approval for the adjoining parcel owned by Maddie B. Morgan, claiming a dispute of the 
common boundary.   Mr. Willis’ attorney also filed an Action to Quiet Title for the boundary in 
dispute (not for surface coal rights).   The GCPC concurs that an Action to Quiet Title is 
appropriate and also is recommending that Mr. Willis and Maddie Morgan agree to 
participate in binding mediation to settle this boundary dispute.   

 
Ms. Matesic asked the GCPC attorney, Kevin O’Malley, to contact Mr Willis’ attorney to 
assure that the Action to Quiet Title would be conducted so that both issues are resolved – 
the boundary dispute and the surface coal rights.   However, the attorney’s response was 
that there are two different parcels here.   There are not two different parcels being 
discussed here.  These two matters are common to the same parcel – 05-01-135.  

 
Ms. Matesic wanted assure that the FLP Board of Directors was made aware of the 
situation, and that no further action is necessary from them, at this time.  The Planning 
Commission will update them as appropriate.    
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VII. OLD BUSINESS 

 
James F. Willis and Pearl Willis Living Trust Easement 101 acres (farm #2) (Update) 
 
a. The submission of the encumbrance package was approved at the December 13th, 2011 

meeting.  The parcel was encumbered, with most of the necessary items submitted to the 
PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation.  Additional items needed include a copy of the 
nutrient management plan, a W-9 form for all individuals listed on the Agreement of Sale, 
the percentage of ownership letter, an updated conservation plan and a draft letter to the 
adjourning landowners.  Ms. Rush said that all of the items, with the exception of the 
conservation plan, can be submitted within a week.  She does not expect the PA Bureau of 
Farmland Preservation to review this easement until after their February meeting.   
 
         

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. 2012 Meeting Dates – A list of the meeting dates (attached) was distributed.  After 
discussion, it was determined that the December through April meetings will be held at 1:00 
p.m. and the May through November meetings at 6:30 p.m.    A motion was made by Jim 
Willis to approve these meeting dates and times.  Dave Shipman seconded.  (Motion 
Passed)  
 
Ms. Snider noted that any changes or cancellations will be posted in the Community Events 
section of the Observer Reporter. 
 

b. Hook & Hook Invoice – Ms. Rush presented the invoice of $750 for the work Attorney Greg 
Hook completed on the 101 acre parcel of the James F. and Pearl Willis Living Trust.  This 
cost can be recovered provided the easement is approved by the state. 
 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to approve the payment of $750 to Hook & 
Hook from the FLP Fundraising Account.   Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion 
Passed) 
 
  

IX. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 
 

Laurel Rush – She briefly discussed the brochures she distributed regarding two upcoming 
educational conferences.   

 The 2012 Southwest Regional PA No Till Conference, February 1, 2012 from 9 AM – 
3 PM at the Fred Roger’s Center on the campus of St. Vincent College, Latrobe PA.   

 The Northwest Grazing Conference, March 22, 2012 from 9:30 AM – 3:45 PM, at the 
Zion Church in Clarion, PA.   

 
Lisa Snider – She and Laurel will seek guidance from the PA Bureau of Farmland 
Preservation regarding program outreach.  Participation in Greene County’s program lacks 
diversity, and it is hoped that Mr. Wolfgang, Director of the PA Bureau of Farmland 
Preservation, can provide assistance. 
 
The limited amount of funding available to offer for easement purchases and the 
establishment of additional Agriculture Security Area’s (ASA’s) were discussed.         
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X. NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
 
The next regular meeting will be on February 15th, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Dave Shipman to adjourn the 
meeting at 12:05 p.m.   Corbly Orndorff seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
     Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

                  Rebecca K. Salosky 
     Fiscal Officer       


