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MINUTES 

August 14, 2012 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 

Prior to the arrival of Chairman Cree a few minutes later, the meeting was called to order by 
Vice Chairman Dave Shipman at 10:25 a.m. in the Mezzanine Conference Room, 19 South 
Washington Street, Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.  Those present were Bill Cree, Chairman; 
Dave Shipman, Vice Chairman; Rick Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Archie Trader, Greene County 
Commissioner; Jim Willis, Director;  Lisa Snider, District Manager, Greene County 
Conservation District; and Laurel Rush, Ag Technician, Greene County Conservation District.   
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

  
There were no Public Comments. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A motion was made by Dave Shipman to approve the Minutes of the July 18, 2012 
meeting.  Rick Thistlethwaite seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Treasurer Thistlethwaite presented the Treasurer’s Report as follows:   
General GCCD FLP Account - $0.00 
FLP Board Fundraising Account - $5,491.57 
Easement Funds – Dept. of Agriculture & County of Greene - $229,915.99 
 
A motion was made by Jim Willis to accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  Dave 
Shipman seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
V. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
There was no correspondence to bring before the board. 
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VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. James F. Willis and Pearl Willis Living Trust Easement 101 ac. (Parcel #2) 
(Update) 

  
Work continues on the easement.   An e-mail was received from April Orwig, 
Administrative Officer with the Bureau of Farmland Preservation, requesting additional 
information.  Since Mrs. Willis passed away during the easement process, the 
Pennsylvania Department of Treasury requested a copy of her Death Certificate.   It has 
been provided and nothing else has been requested.  It is hoped that with the 
submission of this final document that the checks will soon be issued. 
    
Attorney Greg Hook was notified that the closing may be scheduled within the next 
month.  Also, Greene County Controller, Dave Balint was contacted to discuss the 
procedures for obtaining checks for the county’s share of the easement. 
 
The closing must be scheduled within 120 days of the receipt of the easement checks 
from the PA Department of Treasury.     

  
2. County Program Evaluation (Update) 

 
 As discussed at the June 20, 2012 meeting, the GCFLP program has been active for 
seven years.  Doug Wolfgang, Executive Director of the Bureau of Farmland 
Preservation, has supplied the Board and staff with the required program recertification 
documents.   These documents will be used to evaluate the most recent version of the 
GCFLP program by-laws. 
 
 The review of the GCFLP By-Laws ensures that the state program requirements are 
being met.  An ad-hoc committee to review the potential changes was formed at the 
June 20, 2012 meeting.  This committee will be responsible for recommending changes 
to the FLP Board for consideration and approval.  
  
 The program evaluation should be completed by the September GCFLP meeting so 
that it can be forwarded to the PA Bureau of Farmland Preservation (PA BFP) for final 
review and certification before the December 31, 2012 deadline.  
   
 The committee consists of Chairman Cree, Rick Thistlethwaite and Dave Shipman with 
Jim Willis as an alternate. 
 
 Ms. Rush has begun the review of the by-laws, and has mostly found that minor 
updates are needed.  She will check to find out where the Commercial Equine language 
is to be placed in the by-laws as required by the State program.    
 
 The minimum acreage to qualify for an agricultural easement was briefly discussed.  
Currently, the by-laws require a minimum of 50 acres to apply.  There is a provision 
through PA Act 46 that allows county programs to reduce a parcels minimum size to 35 
acres.  Board members commented that they felt 50 acres was an appropriate size and 
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it could be difficult to meet the program requirement of $10,000 in farm income on less 
than 50 acres.   
Additional comments can be sent to Ms. Rush where they will be compiled and 
reviewed at the September GCFLP meeting. 

    
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. 2012 FLP Agricultural Easement (Update) 

 
At the July 18th, 2012 GCFLP meeting, the board approved the notification to all 
applicants of their ranking status.  They also agreed that the notification to the top three 
ranking applicants would include the requirement that they return a $2,000 “good faith” 
payment, appraisal release, percent ownership and set a deadline of 10 working days 
for notification of their decision. 
 

James Willis, Cumberland Twp – Status letter received by deadline.  Clear title 
cannot be provided yet.  They continue to pursue these issues.  This easement 
application is pending.   
Charles Harry, Morgan Twp – Appraisal release, W-9 and percent ownership with 
“good faith” payment received by deadline.       
Harley & Janet Gapen, Greene Twp – Appraisal release, W-9 and percent 
ownership signed by Harley received by deadline.  Still need “good faith” payment 
and Janet’s signature. 
 After discussion, the board agreed to set a deadline of August 31, 2012 for the 
submission of the payment and other signature.           

 William Milesky, Center Twp – No response required ranked 4th. 
 Tom Willis, Cumberland Twp – No response required ranked 5th. 
 Richard Phillips, Cumberland Twp – No response required ranked 6th. 

 
 

2. Attorneys proposals for easement purchase 2012 (Action) 
           

At the July 18, 2012 GCFLP meeting, the board agreed to request proposals from the 
Law Practices of Chambers and Pratt, Hook and Hook, and King and Grimes for the  
title search, title commitment/insurance, attendance at meetings, when required, and 
review of all documents prior to submittal to the state.  To date, no response has been 
received from the letters that were mailed or the follow up calls that were made prior to 
this meeting.   The board recommended that another round of follow-up calls be made 
to their offices.  Chairman Cree agreed to visit the office of King and Grimes following 
the meeting.  Proposals received will be mailed to board members for review with a 
phone poll to follow. 

 
IX. OUTREACH 

 
 

1. Greene County Fair Display 
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The Greene County Conservation District’s display included information to promote the 
farmland preservation and ASA programs.   Contacts were made and information was 
distributed.   
 
Commissioner Trader noted that he was encouraged to see that 6 new applications 
were received. 
 
Chairman Cree and his father have discussed including a display of antique tractors at 
next year’s fair to try to attract more farmers to stop at the Conservation District display.       

 
X. DISCUSSION OF STAFF REPORTS 

 
Ms. Rush noted that she spoke to Scott York of York Realty, regarding the appraisal for 
the Harry and Gapen properties.  She will be sending him cursory information. 
 
Ms. Rush also noted that Director Carl Biddle notified her this morning that he was 
unable to attend today’s meeting.   

    
 

VIII. NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
 
The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 19th at 6:00 p.m. 
  

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Dave Shipman to 
adjourn the meeting at 10:55 a.m.   Jim Willis seconded.  (Motion Passed) 

 
     , 

 
 
 

                   
      


