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Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order September 15, 2008 at 7:30 P.M at Fort Jackson Building, Mezzanine 

Conference Room, Waynesburg, PA.  Directors present:  William Cree III, Chairman; David Shipman, 

Vice Chairman; Richard Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Charlie Day; Secretary, Carl Biddle and James Willis. 

Staff:  Laurel Rush, Agricultural Manager.     

 

Public Comments 

None 

 

Reports from Cooperating Agencies and Guests: 

None 

 

Discussion of Staff Reports: 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Minutes of the previous meeting approved as presented 

Motion  Jim 

2
nd

  Rick 

Approved 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Opening Balance $605.00 

  Deposits  $0.00 

  Withdrawls  $0.00       

  Closing Balance $605.00 

Motion  Dave 

2
nd

  Charlie 

Approved 

 

Additionally, Laurel asked the board if they would like to again consider opening their own checking 

account.  Currently, everything goes through the Conservation District’s account.  It was board 

consensus that they leave things the way they are for now.  If something changes or if it becomes a 

problem with the Conservation District, they would take action.  Laurel also said that she does not think 

there is a problem and that she offers to provide the meeting minutes to Mr. Headlee, the Treasurer 

and/or Becky. 

  

Correspondence:   

Laurel read the letter regarding the approval of the Cree Agricultural Easement that was received after 

the agenda was prepared.   The letter states that the state approved the easement purchase 

recommendation at its August 28, 2008 meeting and copies of the fully executed agreement of sale and 

instructions for settlement.  It also states that normal processing time takes 8 to 10 weeks after state 

approval.  Laurel said that the 8 to 10 week period would mean that the closing would probably be in 

early November.  She asked the board when they thought this information should be announced to the 

newspaper.  The board said that they should wait for the closing.  Laurel added that because it was 

discussed at the state meeting, it did appear on their web site. 
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Letter from State Farmland Preservation board recognizing the acceptance of our first farm and that it will 

take 8-10 weeks for the checks to be cut.  The closing will be scheduled probably in November.   

  

Old Business:  

The Cree farm was accepted at the state board meeting. 

 

Center Twp:  Laurel will follow up with them to see when their ASA will be official. 

   

Laurel said that she thought she would be able to announce that the Center Township Agricultural 

Security Area was approved, but she has not received that word.  The Township was to have a meeting 

last Thursday, but she did not see a Public Notice in the paper.  She will give them a call.  She did give 

out one new application, and if she finds out that the Center Agricultural Security Area was approved, 

she will direct mail everyone in the area.     

 

Morris Twp:  Nothing additional 

 

Wayne Township: Nothing additional.   

 

Washington Township ASA:  David Shipman is going to attend the next meeting to check on the status.   

 

2008 Evaluation:   Laurel reported it is complete and in final form 

 

2008 applicant:  One additional application has been given out. 

   

Laurel did contact the state by e-mail to find out how much money will be lost if a farm is not 

encumbered.  She is waiting on a reply.  

 

Ag Progress Days:  Dave, Bill and Laurel attended.   

 

Conservation District Nominating Organization:   Tom Headlee has been appointed as the committee 

chairman, so he will be in contact with the group. 

 

Re-appointment of board members:  Carl, Jim and Bill have all accepted to continue serving the board.  

Laurel read the letter that was sent to Leroy McGlone our supervisor representative.  He has not 

responded.    The board discussed some possible supervisor replacements.  Bryan Cole and Corbly 

Orndoff will be approached.   

 

Laurel shared the program from the state board meeting, with our farm listed.  Sec. Dennis Wolfe 

recognized our first farm and our chairman for our hard work.  It has taken 9 years to get to this point.   

 

New Business 

First Farm Celebration:  Will not happen until after the closing.  (probably November)  Discussion of 

where and when.  Conservation District awards banquet will be occurring at the same the time.   

 

Next meeting: October 20, 2008 @ 7 P.M. 

 

Adjournment 8:00 PM 

Motion  Dave 

2
nd

  Jim 

 

 

Italics are revisions by Rebecca K. Salosky 

 


