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Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order May 19, 2008 at 7:15 P.M at Fort Jackson Building, Mezzanine Conference 

Room, Waynesburg, PA.  Directors present:  William Cree III, Chairman; David Shipman, Vice 

Chairman; Richard Thistlethwaite, Treasurer; Charlie Day, Secretary and James Willis.   

Staff:  Laurel Rush, Agricultural Manager.  Guests:  Suzy Petery, NRCS and Emily Petery.   

 

Public Comments 

Congratulation to Bill Cree and his wife on the birth of their daughter.   

 

Reports from Cooperating Agencies and Guests 

Suzy Petery, NRCS:  Discussion of soil and water conservation plans and the interaction with the 

farmland preservation program.  She discussed this service and how she would recommend it to be tied to 

our application/evaluation process.  She has been through a program review in Fayette County and they 

use the conservation plan as the basis to see if they are within the ag easement guidelines.   

 

Discussion of Staff Reports 

Laurel discussed a written report. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Minutes of the previous meeting approved as presented 

Motion  Dave 

2nd  Charlie 

Approved 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Opening Balance $905.00 

  Deposits  $0.00 

  Withdrawls  $0.00   

  Closing Balance $905.00 

Motion  Jim 

2nd  Charlie 

Approved 

 

Correspondence 

Informational meeting at the Rustic Lodge in Indiana, PA April 29, Western PA Conservancy.  public 

workshop.  We did not attend.   

 

Old Business:  

Bylaws changes were brought before the state board at the April meeting and we received a letter from 

Dawn Patrick from the state office confirming all our changes.   

 

Cree application for easement is under review, Laurel has been in touch with Scott York about the 

changes, and he had some personal issues that were holding up the progress.  Scott’s format is not what 

the state office is used to receiving; there is a learning curve by all parties involved.  I received the W-9 

back from the Cree’s and the percentage of ownership. 
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Center Twp landowners have submitted application for a new ASA.  Laurel is working on the soils 

inventory. 

 

Wayne Township ASA has had landowners submit additional properties to be considered, Laurel is 

completing the soils inventory. 

 

Greene Township ASA has been approved, it includes three landowners.  There are other township 

residents that might be interested.   

 

Washington Township ASA:  Bryant Dean and Laurel spoke about the discrepancies between the original 

application and the newer application.  Laurel was also visited by John Spaulding who provided us with 

the documentation to make the comparison.  John ask that once I had made my determination to please 

send a letter certified mail to the township supervisors, which has been completed.  There were some 

other changes that should be made during the seven year review period.  There are also two new 

applications for Washington Township that I am working on the soils inventory.   

 

2008 application period:  An article was in the paper and direct mail letters were sent to all landowners in 

recognized ASA (35).  Four landowners called in for more information.  John Spaulding came in to the 

office to confirm the information on his application is still correct.   

 

State farmland preservation board meeting was held in Westmoreland Co. on April 17, Bill and Laurel 

attended.  It was good to see how the process works and met the state staff.   

 

County funding:  nothing additional was reported on this.   

 

New Business 

Evaluation for 2008:  Laurel will work on developing our own evaluation for this year.   

 

2008 Applicant:  John Spaulding 

Motion was made to accept the application 

Motion  Dave 

2nd   Jim 

Approved 

 

FLP training to be held in Gibsonia on July 24.   

 

Greene Co Comprehensive Plan:  the plan is open for public comment until June 30.   It can be found on 

the Department of Planning and Economic Development Webpage.  Copies of the implementation plan 

and Chapter 11 agriculture were distributed so that comments can be made by the board at the next 

meeting.    

 

Farm bill has passed for 2008-2009.  Increased funding was put in for the Farm and Ranch lands 

Protection program.   

 

April VanDruff started as a summer intern in the conservation district.   

 

Next meeting: June 16, 2008 @ 7 pm 

 

Adjournment 8:00 PM 

Motion  Charlie 

2nd  Dave 


