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ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 

I 

This section defines and analyzes the economic base of Rice’s Landing and the study area, in terms 
of data from the 1990 US Census of Population and Housing. When examining small municipal 
civil divisions, such as Rice’s Landing, economic information is limited. The industrial 
classifications of employment are very broad as are the types of employment, all due to the limited 
numbers of residents and the Census’s range of abilities. However, examination of the labor force 
by industry, employment type, place of work, and time to work , as well as, income and poverty 
seems to accurately define the areas economic characteristics. 

Overview 

As the Land Use, Section C, explain there are very little commercial areas in Rice’s Landing. 
Primarily the Borough contains contiguous residential parcels surrounded by the wooded areas of 
the steep slopes or empty or abandoned housing parcels. Major industrial mining land is occupied 
by Consolidated Coal Company along the River to the south east and west of the Borough limits. 
Public and semi-public land uses such as the park and river front areas occupy a large portion of the 
center of the Borough. At one time Rice’s Landing contained many “mom and pop” type grocery 
and convenience stores and other business services along the Main Street corridor. 

The analysis of an economic base can be best viewed through statistics depicting the employment 
profile of area residents. This is accomplished through the analysis of occzrpntioris (i.e. what people 
do) and the indilrstries (i.e, where they do it) of the residents of Rice’s Landing. 

Labor Force 

A compilation of industry characteristics of the labor force of the Rice’s Landing area and the 
surrounding municipalities are at the end of the chapter in Table F-1 The data reflect the findings 
of the 1990 US Census of Population and Housing, which identified 127 employed persons in Rice’s 
Landing Of these 78 were male and 49 were female. There were also 8 males and 7 females 
unemployed but seeking employment. This total of 142 persons from a total of 371 residents over 
the age of 16 brings Rice’s Landing Labor Force Participation Rate (LFPR) to 38.3 percent This 
figure is extremely low even for western Pennsylvania. By comparison, Greene County, which 
itself is in the lowest third of all counties in the Commonwealth in LFPR, had over 50 percent of 
the persons over 16 in the labor force A major cause of the low LFPR is the high percentage of 
persons over 65 years of age; 22.3 percent. Although all persons over 16 years of age are considered 
by the Census to be of working age, most persons over 65 years of age have retired or are no longer 
actively seeking work. 

Table F-1 details additional labor force characteristics for Rice’s Landing and the study area. Rice’s 
Landing high median age of its residents and lack of local employment centers should contribute 
to numbers of unemployed and individuals not in the labor force generally exceeding those of the 
Commonwealth, but remaining close to the statistics posted by the other municipalities in the study. 
However, Rice’s Landing’s percentages of people not in the labor force are extraordinary. The 
trends revealed are as follows: 
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The percentages of Rice’s Landing’s male residents not in the labor force is 21.6 percent, I 

higher than all areas in the study and specifically 7.3 percentage points higher than 
Pennsylvania. 

The percentage of Rice’s Landing’s female residents not in the labor force is over 40 
percent, 15 percent higher than Pennsylvania and almost 7 percent higher than Greene 
County . 

Unemployed persons in Rice’s Landing are only 4.1 percent, only slightly higher than 
Pennsylvania and almost 2 percent lower than Green County. 

Unemployed persons are those individuals which are capable of work and are actively seeking 
employment. The Rice’s Landing area statistics do not indicate that an extraordinarily high amount 
of people are in this category. 

Place of Work 

Table F-1 depicts general labor force and place of work characteristics for Rice’s Landing and the 
study area. Place of work statistics place people into categories of working within their county of 
residence, out of the county, or out of their state of residence. As mentioned Rice’s Landing enjoys 
shorter commutes than County and the Commonwealth in general. One might assume that this 
would lead to a high percentage of Borough residents working within the municipality or within the 
County. However, contrasting trends are revealed as follows: 

Less than half of all Rice’s Landing residents work within Greene County compared to 
almost 75 percent of Pennsylvania residents who work within their County of residence. 
Rice’s Landing close proximity to the southern border of Washington County and lack of 
employment centers in southern Greene County may explain much of the variation. 

Nearly 40 percent of Rice’s Landing residents travel out of Green County to work, almost 
double Pennsylvania workers and higher than all other areas in  the study. 

An extraordinary high 13.3 percent of Rice’s Landing residents work outside of the 
Commonwealth as compared to only 4.3 percent of Pennsylvania. 

Residents of Rice’s Landing place of work patterns are not typical. Employment centers such as 
the California and Washington areas to the north and Waynesburg and Morgantown, West Virginia 
to the west and south may contribute to these figures. In summary, Rice’s Landing residents do not 
have to commute far for employment in terms of time traveled, but must leave the immediate area 
more than,the study area. 

Time to Work 

After establishing what people do and how they do it, it is natural to find out how long it takes them 
to get there. Table F-2 provides a summary of Census data for 1990 and analyzes total transit time 
people required to get to work from there place of residence, divided into five minute cohorts for 
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Time to Work, 1990 
Rice’s Landing and Surrounding Region 

I Occupational Profile 
1 ,  

I In the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania just under 44 percent of all workers are employed in 
traditional “blue collar” occupations. However, there is a wide variation by municipality across the 
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Figure F-1 
Source: US Census of Population and Housing 

the entire study area. The 
information is helpful in 
depicting availability of work 
near the residence, traffic 
conditions, and access to major 
transportation corridors; 
however, only in a very limited 
manner. Depending on this data 
alone to make conclusions on 
those factors would be terribly 
shortsighted. Later we will 
combine this data with place of 
work and other labor force 
characteristics to complete the 
economic picture. Rice’s 
Landing, Pennsylvania, and 
Greene County’s transit times to 
work are depicted in Figure F-1 
to the left. From the data several 
interesting trends emerge as 
follows: 

1 Slightly over two thirds of Rice’s Landing’s population commutes less than 25 minutes to 
work, only three percentage points above Pennsylvania but nearly 8 points greater than 
Greene County. 

1 Rice’s Landing residents percentage of people who require less than five minutes to get to 
work is extremely high. 

Rice’s Landing residents percentage of people who require more than 40 minutes to get to 
work is very low. 

I Rice’s Landing residents percentage of people who work at home is double County and 
Commonwealth numbers. 

Overall, Rice’s Landing residents enjoy a shorter commute than many residents of Pennsylvania and 
to a greater extent the residents of Greene County. 
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The percentage of workers in the managerial and professional occupations is slightly below the 
County level, but still makes up the largest category of employment for Rice’s Landing. It should 
be noted that all employed workers in Rice’s Landing were not recorded by the census and it is 
believed, based on the large Consolidated Mining Company based in Rice’s Landing, that many of 
the 7.9 percent omissions would be employed in “blue collar” occupations. 

Overall, each of the municipalities has a slightly different occupational profile, but in all cases the 
structure of employment is typical of western Pennsylvania. 

Industry Profile 

The data is presented in total numbers and percentage terms for each area as means of revealing 
trends and characteristics in a meaningful manner and are taken from Table F-3. The information 
shows that the labor force of f ice’s  Landing differs considerably from the statewide profile, and 
considerably less dramatically from the county-wide and local municipalities labor force. The 
information suggests the following trends: 

Mining is the second largest occupation employing over 15 percent of Rice’s Landing’s 
population and when combined with construction makes up almost 30 percent of total 
employment in the Borough. These figures are extreme as Pennsylvania only employs less 
than 1 percent in mining and 6.1 percent in construction. 

Greene County, in general, is a mining County, but the percentages of people employed in 
mining in Rice’s Landing exceeds percentages of all areas in the study by no less than 2 to 
4 percent. 

The percentage of the 
areas labor force classified 
as manufacturing of 
durable and non-durable 

Employment Index, 1990 
Rice’s Landing 

goods are well below the 
Commonwealth and 
County percentages. 

The percentages of Rice’s 
Landings labor force 
classified as the services 
industry (i.e. business, 
personal, recreational) are 
non-existent which is 
extremely rare for the 

Figure F-2 Cornmonweaith and well 
Source: US Census of Population and Housing below the modest 
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percentages posted by the study area. 

The percentages of the labor force classified as retail, the leading employer for Rice’s 
Landing, are nearly identical to the Commonwealth and above most of the study area. 

Figure F-2 presents the twelve industrial categories representing 100 percent of the Census 
information. Omitted where the categories such as agriculture and business, personal, and 
recreational services for which no one in Rice’s Landing was employed. The information is 
presented in order clockwise from right to left. Despite the lack of more detailed category 
breakdowns the information depicts a high level of “blue collar” occupations with mining and 
construction being two of the top employers. Overall, mining construction, and retail make up 
almost half of the employment in Rice’s Landing. When adding the top five together (additions of 
health care and educational services) we can depict over two thirds of the work force. Rice’s 
Landing residents are more reliant on fewer employment categories than the Commonwealth and 
most of the study area, a concern for a community. 

Finally, in the growing service economy of the 1990’s and the declining availability and wages of 
typical “blue collar’’ opportunities such as mining, Rice’s Landing must be concerned with lack of 
employment opportunities in the service related occupations and should look to diversify its 
employment base. In relation to state-wide patterns, local residents are nearly as dependent as 
residents of the Commonwealth as a whole on retail trade, and much more dependent on mining and 
construction. Nationally, both of these segments have experienced cyclical and structural 
dislocations in recent years. The diversification of the economy by building upon the services and 
professions would assist the local region in the mitigation of these or any future similar dislocations. 

Income and Poverty 

In part, due to the age 
distribution of the residents 
and the large amount of 
individuals not in the labor 
force, Rice’s Landing had 
very low incomes even 
compared to Greene County, 
which was among the lowest 
in the Commonwealth. See 
Table F-4. In 1989, per capita 
income in the Borough was 
only $8,367; this was just 59 
percent of. the state average. 
Median household incomes 
were $14,254 or less than 

. a  one-half the Commonwealth 
median. Even for a depressed 
region such as Greene 
County, this was exceedingly 
low. See Figure F-3. 
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Total Poverty, 1990 
Rice’s Landing and Surmunding Region 

Figure F-4 
Source: 1990 US Census of Population and Housing 

Despite he overall low incomes of 
Rice’s Landing the poverty levels 
were not the highest in the region 
as indicated in Figure F-4. 
However, the poverty levels were 
still very high compared to state- 
wide averages. Nearly 18 percent 
of all persons were below the 
poverty line in 1989. In contrast, 
the poverty in the Commonwealth 
was only 11.1 percent. Greene 
County averaged 14.3 percent. 
Only Cumberland Township 
(25.7%) and Carmichaels Borough 
were among the other 
municipalities in the study area 
which exceeded the level of 
poverty seen in the Rice’s Landing. 

Findings 

rn Rice’s Landing is a small town in the Monongahela Valley with a long history of a strong 
work ethic composed primarily of mining and construction workers. In today’s changing 
economic patterns the “blue collar” jobs of the past are slowly fading into business and 
personal services and other professional occupations. 
Rice’s Landing heavy dependence on few job categories leave it vulnerable in the case of 
economic instability. 
The residents commute is less than most Borough’s, but extraordinarily high amounts of 
individuals must leave the County to work and a high percent leave the State. 
The aging work force produces a high amount of people not in the-labor . .  force leaving much 
more than half of the residents not seeking employment. 
Rice’s Landing would benefit by attempting to diversify the tax base and promote 
employment opportunities for young professionals. 
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Table F-2 
Time to Work, 1990 
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Employment by Occupation 
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