(bserver-Reporter, Tuesday, Octaber 28, 2008
Public Questions Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Plan at meeting

By Bob Niedbala, Staff Writer niedbala@observer-reporter.com

WAYNESBURG - Almost two years after beginning the process, eight municipalities in
southeastern Greene County held a final public meeting Monday on a draft of their multi-

municipal comprehensive plan.

Municipalities participating in the effort included Carmichaels and Greensboro
boroughs and Cumberland, Dunkard, Greene, Monongahela, Perry and Wayne

townships.

The meeting, attended by about a dozen people, was held to accept comments on the
plan's priority recommendations, which were developed by a steering committee formed

by community members, municipal officials and stakeholders.

A comprehensive plan serves as a "general guide™ for a community to address future
development, said Brandi Rosselli of Mackin Engineering Co., which assisted the com-

munities in preparing the plan.

The plan should consider what residents would like to see in their community in regard to

land use, housing, recreation, transportation and other development issues, she said.

Rosselli noted the plan is "not binding." It doesn't, for instance, restrict how a property

can be used, as a zoning ordinance would do.

The fact that eight municipalities worked together on the plan, she added, not only
helped them save money but also gave them priority status in receiving state grant

money.

The priority recommendations were covered under the headings land use, housing,

recreation, community facilities, historic resources, mobility and natural resources.

Some priorities address the eight municipalities as a whole, while others are specific to a

particular municipality, said Amy Senopole, also of Mackin Engineering.

An example of a multi-municipal priority is the need to address the quality of housing in
older neighborhoods, while one specific, under the heading of historic resources, is to

develop a historic district ordinance in Greensboro.
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Perry Township resident Sandy Liebhold questioned why one priority called for developing

warehouse and distribution industries at the Mt. Morris intersection of Interstate 79.

He said he believed that with the explosive growth in Morgantown, W.Va., the area could

be better suited to housing or retail development.

Senopole responded, saying the plan also would allow for the type of uses Liebhold

envisioned for the area.

Cumberland resident Paul Lagojda also asked if the plan addressed storm water
management. He was informed that issue is being addressed through the county's

comprehensive plan.

Several residents of western Greene County also asked questions about the plan.
Municipalities in the western part of the county also have begun organizing to develop a
multi-municipal comprehensive plan. Though the meeting was billed as the final public

meeting on the plan, residents still will have a chance to comment on it.

Beginning Monday, the plan will fall under the 45-day public comment period. Residents
can view the plan at their municipal building. The plan also will be posted on the Greene

County Web site.

After the 45-day period expires, if no major changes are required, each municipality will
have to consider adopting the plan. However, each municipality will be required to hold

an advertised public hearing on the plan prior to its adoption.

Observer-Reporter, Monday, October 27, 2008
Joint Planning is a step forward

Last week, it was reported leaders of eight municipalities in eastern Greene County have

been working on a multi-municipal comprehensive plan for several months.

Carmichaels and Greensboro boroughs and Cumberland, Dunkard, Greene, Monongahela,
Perry and Wayne townships will present the plan at a final public meeting at 7:00 tonight

at the Greene County Fairgrounds. We strongly urge the public to attend.

This is not the first effort in Greene County to bring together municipalities to demon-

strate cooperation.



Earlier this year, five townships in northwestern Greene County agreed to join together to

develop a multi-municipal comprehensive plan.

The townships of Morris, Richhill, Center, Gray and Washington, advertised an
intention to adopt an ordinance providing for an agreement of

intergovernmental cooperation for that purpose.

In today's economy, with money becoming tighter and want of services becoming

greater, this approach to community improvement is a no-brainer.

Having an up-to-date comprehensive plan in place will help the municipalities’ chances in
securing state grant funding. Plus, the plan will act as a blueprint to direct future

development in the area.

The priority projects contained in the plan are designed to address a variety of issues and
concerns raised by residents and municipal officials. The plan will allow community
leaders to focus on the implementation of these projects to enhance the quality of life

within the communities.

A comprehensive plan documents a community's resources and defines its goals and

objectives in regard to future development.

Moreover, it documents what a community has in regard to housing, water and sewer
infrastructure, commercial and industrial development, recreational sites and cultural,

historic and natural resources.

And it defines what the community would like to see in regard to growth and develop-

ment and presents a guide toward reaching those goals and objectives.

We commend these townships for taking this most important first step. It is clear that
individual townships and boroughs would not have the same clout if they chose to go this

route alone.

Joining with the other municipalities in developing a plan also will help the township save
money, and it would probably cost the township much more later for it to develop a com-

prehensive plan alone.

And to us, that makes a great deal of sense.



(bserver-Reporter, Thursday, October 23, 2008
Comprehensive Plan Combines Visions of 8 Municipalities

Leaders of eight municipalities in eastern Greene County have been working on a multi-
municipal comprehensive plan for several months and on Monday, it will be residents’

turn to voice their opinions about the idea.

Carmichaels and Greensboro boroughs and Cumberland, Dunkard, Greene, Monongahela,
Perry and Wayne townships will present the plan at a final public meeting at 7 p.m. Mon-

day at the Greene County Fairgrounds.

The municipal leaders chose that venue in an effort to attract more residents, even

though the fairgrounds are outside of the planning area.

"We want them to ask questions and find out why we are doing this," said Buck Kennedy,

supervisor of Perry Township.

Having an up-to-date comprehensive plan in place will help the municipalities’ chances in
securing state grant funding. Plus, the plan will act as a blueprint to direct future

development in the area.

The municipalities could have prepared plans individually, but they are able to keep the

cost down by banding together.

The priority projects contained in the plan are designed to address a variety of issues and
concerns raised by residents and municipal officials. The plan will allow for community
leaders to focus on the implementation of these projects to enhance the quality of life

within the communities.

The plan features ways to extend public water and sewerage to various locations,
improve village main streets and pedestrian connections, provide new recreational
opportunities, improve municipal services through cooperation and revitalize housing in

developed areas.

To learn more about the plan, residents are urged to attend the meeting.



